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Abgke] 22 wlavt Erjolate 4o A& Fo) 7
g FoE gt :Lal o] &2 ql17ke] x}%aﬂﬂoﬂ K
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A glold 4 glAl dekn Aw glow, F&of g 4
ZE & A 7dol A = 3he o] o] drkE A
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e 2 Hgrt glod, Foial AL A4l A °
ot AE AL A4le] Foo i e He A7
8 1z gl ol B FHolzg elad $rolela B
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2-2. BA7 A2 29 FLAAo A A=

A2} 2 72 27 ¢ %ﬁ*
o2 2AHAD 2242/ sl 32 1590 189
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Aol 247} 39 o] Qi et
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37} wiglo] slo] ol L3 ALF A AN A5 2 8,
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— Abstract—

Key concept : Death, Coorientation model

How People Understand Death :
a Coorientational Look

Yeun, EundJa* + Kim, Hung Kyu™*

Since death is an extremely subjective and unique
experience, if we take into account the lack of under-
standing about death due to the difficulty in meth-
odology, it is very important to try to understand
the subjectivity of death.

In this respect, Q —methodology that explains and
shows the respondent’s subjectivity by objectifying
his subjectivity is employed as a solution to the ques-
tions in this study.

Therefore, the purpose of this study was to pro-
vide data on how medical personnel should treat
their patients, when it comes to death ; by finding
out the opinions of those who are being treated, nam-
ely the patients, and those who are providing the
treatment, namely the medical personnel. It also by
examined the characteristics and relationships be-
tween these two groups on attitudes to death.

* Assistant professor, department of nursing, college of
medicine, Konkuk University,
Tel : 0441)840--3951(office),  0441)852—9810(home),
Fax : 0441)851 — 6472

*= Professor, department of mass communication, Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies,
Tel : 02)961—4858, Fax : 02)959—9888
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The results of this study show that medical per-
sonnel have two(fate-receipient, reality-oriented)
types of response and patients have three
(religion-dependent, science-adherent, sardonist)
types. Medical personnel saw patients as having
three(life-attached, traditionalist, death-rejector)
types of response and to patients saw medical per-
sonnel as having two(rationalist, humanist)types.
The relationship between the above-mentioned
types will be examined in a coorientation model, the
subjectivity of the medical personnel and the patien-
t toward death indicates a relatively high under-
standing between the two groups under the great
proposition of ‘death’. Therefore, in their relation-
ship with people who are facing death, the provider
of care, namely the medical personnel, should ident-
ify the subjectivity of the patient before approach-
ing them, By doing this, they can minimize the con-
flicts they might experience in establishing a thera-
peutic relationship, reduce suffering, and help the
patient in greeting a more comfortable death.

Throughout the study, Q—methodology expands
our understanding of coorientation model that has
only been approached with R-methodology. This
study confirmed Q’s potentiality and its validity in
human subjective matters.
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