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Abstract

Review and Prospects on International Physical Distribution
Studies of Geography in the Globalization Era

Ju-Seong Han*

Recently, the interest in physical distribution has increased in economic geography. This paper
aims to review and prospect the internatonal physical distribution studies of international trade
and international freight flows. And it has examined the changes in methodology of international
physical distribution. Author has defined international physical distribution as the physical
distribution of international trade and international freight flow.

The results are as follows:

(1) As the methodology of international physical distribution studies developes, the physical
distribution should be recognized not only as transportation phenomenon but also as total
logistics which is understood as the combination of production and consumption including
information flow.

(2) The studies about model of international physical distribution flow will need to study regional
relations including urban, in the future. And economic geography and location theory adding
culture and behaviour elements will be restructured, because not only state but also multinational
corporation appear as trade subject in global economy.

(3) The studies for the relation of habor and its hinterland in physical distribution need to
analyze the factors causing habor use with decision-making behaviour of corporation.

(4) After oil crisis, as air freight is important, the studies for hinterland and foreland of freight
centering international airport are needed because of necessity of light and small freight, flexible

production system, free trade, and high speed freight transportation of freshing food and flowers

and so forth.

Key words : international physical distribution, comparative advantage,
container transportation, decision making behaviour,
spatial interaction
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