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(Abstract)

This study is what tried to examine the importance of
material in industrial design. Then, if planning is to start of
product design, the use of material is the last step to
complete design.

Design material has existed from the time before mankind
were born, and the new material which is useful for human
beings is developing rapidly. It is no exaggeration to say
that our environment is the aggregation of material which
was surrounded with us. Then, material has the timely,
spatial and cultural feature as well as physical feature.
Besides, all sorts of functions of communicating information
are being contained in accordance with the character of
material. The outside surface of material has the function
to develop the sense organ of human beings.

This study examines 4 kinds of cultural features in design
materials and shown by findings is as follows :

First is the technical progressivity to lead new Design form.
Second is the symbolic nature to perform the
communication function. Third is the sensible attribute to
develop surface effect of Design material. Fourth is the
future-oriented nature to convince the future such as new
material and technology etc.

Thus, so as to perform the competitive product design, it is
important to grasp the harmony between material and
design, structure and processing, and the substantial
meaning that the material has and apply them properly,
above all.

Because the discovery of material will be the measure to
forecast future design.
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