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ABSTRACT

In video coding, it is important to improve the average picture quality as well as to maintain consistent picture
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quality between consecutive pictures. In this paper, we propose a distortion-rate estimation method for MPEG-2
video and a forward rate control method, using the proposed estimation result, to be able to obtain the improved
and consistent picture quality of CBR (Constant Bit Rate) encoded MPEG-2 video. The proposed distortion-rate
estimation enable us to predict the distortion and the bits generated from an encoded picture at a given quantiz-
ation step size and vice versa. The most attractive features of proposed distortion-rate estimation are its accuracy
and low computational complexity enough to be applied to the practical video coding. In addition, the proposed
rate control first determines a quantization parameter per frame by following procedure: distortion-rate estimation,
target bit allocation, distortion constraint and VBV(Video Buffer Verification) constraint. And then this quantization
parameter is applied to the encoding so that improved and consistent picture quality can be obtained. Furthermore
the proposed rate control method can solve the error propagation problem caused by scene change or anchor picture
degradation by using the B-picture skipping and the guarantee of the minimum bit allocation for the anchor picture.
Experimental results, comparing the proposed forward rate control method with TMS method, show that the

proposed method makes more improved and consistent picture quality than TMS.
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Fig. 6 Rate control results of proposed method and TMS method for football video sequence
(a) PSNR (b) (c) picture quality difference between adjacent pictures
(¢) average QP (d) buffer status
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Fig. 7 Rate control results of proposed method and TM5 method for popple vidco sequence
(a) PSNR (b) picture quality difference between adjacent pictures

(c) average QP (d) buffer status
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