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A Study exotic formation appearing in the Waterscape
of the Sunam Temple at Mt. Chokye
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Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Dongguk Univ.

ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to investigate and analyze the waterscape of the
Sunam Temple on Mt. Chokye over which controversies had been actively raised,
especially of its Japanese impacts, comparing the phenomena arising from it with
those of Korean and Japanese traditional temples. And then the identity of the
Sunam Temple was clarified in itself. It is concentrated on what exotic formation
are found in waterscapes of the Sunam Temple and how they can be proved via
what factors.

The obtained results Were as follows:

1. Two curved ponds located in the western part of the Iljumun gate have a
specific features not visible in any other Korean traditional temples, serving as an
object of interest. Such ponds with curved form in the Sunam Temple had an
affinity to those of stroll-style garden in Kyoto area.

2. The winding waterway along with curved ponds in the west of the Iljumun
gate was introduced into the Sunam Temple. Therby, it was an exceptional
phenoma hardely found in the traditional temples of Korea. This study was a
typical one, as found in the stroll Japanese temples. Especially, the winding
waterway found in both the Kinkakuji Temple and the Ginkakuji Temple
designated as object temples of comparison in the present study.
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