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A case report: Iguana iguana with cystic calculus

Mi-Young An, In-ho Jang' and Michael Fehr*
College of Veterinary Medicine, Kyungpook National University
*Small Animal Clinic in Hannover Veterinary School

ABSTRACT : A female Green iguana (Iguana iguana) was brought to the small animal clinic
in Hannover Veterinary school because of anorexia and convulsion. Two months ago, the
owner bought two iguanas, one female and one male and had to take a female to the one of
local small animal clinic because she, born in 1993, didn't eat well and showed the tremor of
the legs. The veterinarian suspected it to have a calcium deficiency and gave an injection of
calcium and vitamin D3. But still during the last two months, the female iguana did only eat
some lettuce while the other male ate lettuce, fruits and commercial cat-food (Whiskas”, Eﬂ‘em,
Verden). It was not possible to evaluate the rations of these different “food-components”.
They are kept in the terrarium with water container. By palpation of the abdomen, hard
thing like stone was palpated in the mid-region. The blood test wasn't carried out because
of the difficulties of getting blood and because of her bad condition. It was firmly diagnosed as
cystic calculus through radiography. Since the animal is in shock state already, the prognosis
after surgery was bad. It was assumed to be too late to expect its surviving with the surgery
carried out or without it. Cystotomy was performed in the cranial ventral paramedian
incision in order to preserve the large ventral abdominal vein in the linea alba region. After
two stay sutures (“holding suture”) with 5~0 polyglactin 910 (Vicryl®, Ethicon) on the bladder,
cystotomy was carried out and the stone inside was removed. Then, the bladder was closed in
one-layer sutures. The abdomen was closed in simple interrupted suture with same material
after the instillation of 10 ml saline solution into the abdominal cavity. The cystic calculus was
in a size of 5.8x5.0x 2.5 cm. The analysis of the stone was carried out in two ways which are
the infrared spectroscopy of the stone and quick analysis by Merckognost®™(Diagnostica Merck,
Merck). In the result of the infrared spectroscopy, the stone wae composed of 10% ammonium
urate and 90% dihydrated uric acid. This iguana wasn't able to survive.

Key words : green iguana, cystic calculus, cystotomy, Merckognost™,
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