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Two cases of ergotism-suspected Korean native calves

Soon-wuk Jeong', Genm-gi Im*, Dong-un Han, Mun-il Kang

College of Vewerinary Medicine, Chonnam National University, 500-757,

Kwangn, Korea

*Hanil Large Animal Hospital, Muan-Gun, Chonnam, Korea

ABSTRACT : Two 7 months old Korean native beef calves, which were suspected as

ergotism,

were referred to the Veterinary Teaching Hospital, Chonnam National University in February
1997. Those showed severe lameness as a result of a dry gangrene of the lower part of both
hindlimbs which unilaterally were detached, tail necrosis and retarded growth. On the skin
of the extremities of both hindlimbs were clearly appeared indented line, hypertropic
granuloma and hemorrhage, from which were isolated Microsporum gysium. On the X-ray

views of hindlimbs and the longitudinal sectioned metatarsal bones were not observed
changes of osteomyelilis except slightly increased osteophytes and soft tissue
Clnical and anatomical observations were suggested that these calves were

ergotism,

any
swelling,
affected by the

Key words : Ergotism, Dry gangrene, Korcan native cattle
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Fig 1. 7 month old Korean native beet female calve appear-
cd uncomtortable and showed typical 2angreous changes
ol lower hindlimbs and il
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Fig 2. Culve of Fig 1 was clearly indented lines tormed
between viable and necrotic tissue - just above the fet-
lock joint and below the hock joint, The skin on the low-
oo metatarsal regions was cold, dry, insensitive on pal-
pation as a bark of tree and sloughed.
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Iig 3.
cd swollen joint and increased bone density  without

Radiographic finding of the gangrenous limbs show-

osteomyelitis.
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