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Needed to Recover :
the Identity of Academic Libraries and Librarians

Jae-Whoan Lee*

(Abstract)

This paper discusses the “identity’ issue of academic libraries and librarians in
South Korea. With the rapid social changes, both academic libraries and librarians
in South Korea are confronted with a crisis for survival. This paper criticizes the
two main social ideology led to such a crisis : namely, the extreme forms of
capitalism and technological determinism. To overcome the present crisis, this
paper recommends the academic libraries to recover or reform their identity as a
cultural, expecially, knowledge organization, not just as an information agency.
Also recommended for academic librarians is to make their best effort to be a real
professional with the required knowledge and experience.

* Assistant Professor, Dept. of Library and Information Science, Pusan National University
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