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< Abstract>

The purposes of the study were two folds : to investigate causes of wife abuse through both husbands and
wives as the research subject and through ecological perspective as a theoretical framework.

Data were collected using self-reporting questionnaires distributed to 400 couples in Seoul and Taegu.
280 questionnaires were used in the final analysis.

The major findings of the study were summarized in the following.

First, The percentage of samples who reported one or more instances of acts in each scale was
84.39%(236 couples). They reported having been a victim of abuse by their partners at least one instance in
the preceding 12 months.

Secondly, the hierarchical and stepwise regression yielded the result that wife abuse behavior by husbands
was influenced by husband’s microsystemie.g. job stress, marital satisfaction, education level and occupation)
and organism variables{e.g. husband’s perceptions about the violence level of mass media, childhood
observation of parental violence, childhood experience of the battering). These variables accounted for 38%
of variance of wife abuse behavior among Korean husbands.
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