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FACTORS AFFECTING CHILDREN'S DENTAL UTILIZATION:
AN APPLICATION OF THE ANDERSEN MODEL

Soo-Nam Kim, Heung-Soo Lee, Kyung-Hey Kim*, Dae-Eop Kim, Deug-Hee Park™

*Department of Preventive and Public Health Dentistry,
College of Dentistry, Wonkwang University
** Department of Pediatric Dentistry, College of Dentistry, Wonkwang University

The purpose of this study is to provide framework for understanding children’s dental uti-
lization. In this paper Andersen-Newman' s model is applied to the ‘use of dental visits. This
model consists of predisposing, enabling, and need components that describe a person’ s de-
cision to use dental health services, One thousand, nine hundred seven children and their
mothers were selected for the study. The children were fourth grade to sixth grade in el-
ementary schools in Iksan city, Korea. Models are operationalized using stepwise multiple re-
gression analysis and path analysis, The number of independent variables used in the analy-
sis was 39 in total, ie 32 predisposing components, 6 enabling components, and 1 need com-
ponent. Children’ s Dental utilization was measured based on the number of visits. The da-
ta collected by means of a questionnaire survey.

In this study, the amount of variance by the model was 25 percent. Predisposing factors
had the greatest effect on utilization., Number of restricted activity days caused by oral dis-
ease, having a regular dental care, and susceptibility on oral disease of children were found
to have significant major effects on dental utilization of children. Mother s dental visits was

most important factor affecting dental utilization of children.
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