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r— Abstract

BEHAVIOR MANAGMENT TECHNICS FOR AUTISTIC CHILDREN
:A CASE REPORT

Saet-Byul Chung, D.D.S., Yeong Chul Choi, D.D.S., M.S.D., Ph.D.,
Keung-Ho Lee, D.D.S., M.S.D., Ph.D.

Department of Pediatric Dentistry, School of Dentistry, Kyung Hee University

The autism is a complex disorder, characterized language impairment, perceptual-motor
difficulties, and social disturbance. The autistic children have hyperactivity, lack of com-
munication, lack of cooperation, inappropriate patient/dentist interaction, so they require pro-
fessionally recognized behavioral management technique during dental treatment such as be-
havior modification, phamacological agents, and general anesthesia. A behavior management
technique can be chosen by factors such as the severity of autism and possible accompanying
disabilities, degree of cooperation, oral and general conditions of children. A non-pharma-
cological behavior modification may be selected for the autistic children who are able to com-
municate with dentist with mild dental caries, without compromised medical history, In case
of excessively hyperactive, destructive, antisocial, and/or severe communicative disorder, a
sedation technic with chloral hydrate, hydroxyzine, midazolam or nitrous oxide gas might
to be performed. General anesthesia is preferred for severe communicative and/or behav-
ioral disorder, elder age, excessive dental care need, and living a remote area.

Key word : autism, behavior management, behavior modification, sedation,
general anesthesia
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