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Hotel Riviera Jeonju

Urban Assemblage in a City With Tradition
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On its program

The most capitalist activity of “buying’
someone else s service takes place in the hotel. It is where
people experience out-of-the-ordinary elegance, fully
enjoying the reception which has been or will be paid for. A
first class hotel, especially in a local city like Jeonju, puts
more importance on its restaurants, cafes, saunas, banguet
halls, and the nightclubs, than it does on its guest room
facilities. The hotel becormes a symbol of high-popular
culture and a stage for virtual experience. The Hotel Riviera
Jeonju fulfills the requirements of a first class hotel in a
local city. The basement s nightclub and the banquet hall of
the first floor are quite spacious compared to the size of the
164 guest rooms. The restaurants and the cafe of the lower
floors are elaborately designed to the inch, but the facilities
present commodiousness and partial vistas. The banquet
hall is easily dividable into two large and small rooms, and
the corridor is wide enough to function as a reception
space. Decorous interior designs help preserve the exquisite
atmosphere.

Another factor that sets the Hotel's
character is the subtle concern for service areas. The proper
use of leveled site has prevented the rear service area to
sink underground. The Hotel's management office, the
kitchen, and the pathway for services that constitute this
area, those in which other hotels are usually concealed in
dark basements, are here fully developed into individually
functional spaces. The office area has its own entrance,
effective ordering of the paths connect the kitchen and the
restaurants, and the locker rooms are equipped with high
quality installations. These help the 200 employees to have
self respect for their own works, which, though seldom
recognized as such, is the bases for providing a good
service. The architect seems to have fully understood the
hotel s principal program as a market for refined services.

What could be the difference between a
hotel and a motel? The plan of the guest room doesn't
bear much difference ~ a twin bed, separate rest room, a
TV set and a sofa compose a guest room. The interior
decorations are not so different either. But the charges of
the hotel are at least three times higher than that of the
motel. And what is the difference between a restaurant in a
hotel and a regular restaurant? The regular restaurant may
have the same menu and even provide better services, but
it s the hotel restaurant that bills extra tax and service
charges. Now how can this be explained?The hotel is an
urban assemblage of service facilities. This forms the basic
difference of the hotel from motels and restaurants where
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the main concerns are lodging and food-serving,
respectively. In a city, there are more than housings,
industrial faciliies and service facilities. There are roads that
interconnect them, plazas to wander around, and public
parks to take a rest. Likewise, it is not enough for a hotel to
have graceful lodging and food-serving areas. It needs
roads of an urban context, public lobbies and gardens. The
guest of a hotel pays not only for the parts he actually uses,
but also for the infra-facilities that supports them. This is
why the bill of a hotel is so high. A first class hotel can be
judged by the infra-facilities it posses.

Although the Hotel Riviera succeeds in the
condensed organization on its individual commercial
programs, it lacks to do so on the public programs.
Emphasizing the role of the facilities ultimately diminished
the lobby and corridor spaces. The difference of level
between the front and rear should have given an ideal
condition for a loft lobby, which was never realized. The
main stairway that connects the first and second floors is
reduced to the size of an emergency staircase. As a result,
the most public realm of the Hotel - from the basement to
the second floor - is without a major space that visually
connects the various facilities. It is in need of a infra—space,
also. But if we consider the period between its design and
the completion of its construction, which is only 10 months,.
a time barely fit to arrange various facilities within the
constraints posed by the basement parking lots, it can be
said that this much is pretty successful.

But then again, couldn't it actually have
been the intention of the owner and the architect to reduce
this public area? Could they have thought that, in a local
city, satisfying the requirements of individual facilities would
be enough, without the concern for public infra-spaces? If
so, it surely is a short-range view. Although the Hotel
Riviera is the best in Jeonju at this moment, it won't be
forever. The elaboration of Jeonju would be accompanied
by the construction of more grand, extravagant hotels. The
Hotel Riviera would then lose both architectural and
commercial privilege over other hotels. Resort hotels in
famous tourist attractions usually enjoy short-termed
popularity riding on the fad. The requirements of these
hotel' s facilities and forms change rapidly according to the
fashion of the times. But a hotel in a city or a business hotel
stands on different ground. These hotels gain fame with
time, and as we see in foreign cities, the hotels with the
highest expenses are usually the old ones. But time alone
doesn't make it first class. It s the quality of the service and
the method of management achieved through experience
that makes it the best. And the unique architectural space



also plays a big part. In these respect, the future of the
Hotel Riviera in an urban context is rather dim.

On the analysis of the city

The Hotel Riviera is located along a grand
road that connects Namwon and the center of Jeonju. It is
next to various historical places that represents Jeonju,
such as the Ohmokdae, Jeondong Traditional Housing
Town, and the Jeonju Confucian School. The front road of
the Hotel was a railway of Jeonra line that connected
Jeonju Station (now the City Hall) and Namwon Yusoco.
The road that passes the rear side of the City Hall draws a
grand circle around the Hotel and heads for Namwon. This
road forms the frontal boundary, while the Jeondong
Traditional Housing Town limits the rear side, which
together arranges the long and narrow site of the Hotel. It
can be said that the site is both historically and
geographically important,

The neighboring elements that the architect
chose to signify was the Ohmokdae in the south, and the
Traditional Housing Town on its back. Guest rooms on the
Southern edge of the Hotel open their windows towards
the Ohmokdae. On the rear side facing the Traditional
Housing Town, which could disappear rapidly with the
dissolution of city regulations that prevented development,
the Hotel's upper stories are divided into 2 masses, and
forms of the lower floors are varied in 3 ways. This lower
part, with windows, definitely has a different expression
from the other side s facade, which is made of a big heavy
plane. This satisfies its function as a service area, but also is
a result of a thoughtful consideration of the architect on the
neighborhood stores which are expected to be developed
in the near future.

There are doubts, however, in the position
of the Hotel within the site. 1t is placed in direct contact with
the Housing Town, leaving vacant spaces on its front. The
front, facing the grand road, is already expansive enough. |
cannot help wondering why the architect did not choose to
provide this space to its rear side, to the Housing Town,
which seems more appropriate to the urban context, Grand
mass of the Hotel viewed from the high speed automobiles
passing the road should have provided a dynamic sight,
whereas the pedestrians could have enjoyed a reduction of
scale on its rear side. If so, the canopy on the second floor
of the entrance and the projected bulk of the cocktail bar
could have functioned more properly to the urban situation.
The design of the Hotel's rear side is somewhere much
more could be asked of.

What the city of Jeonju implies is that it is
the home of Yi Family, founder of the Chosun Dynasty. It is
a place where historical remains are relatively well
preserved. A new building in this city is vulnerable to the
pressures and temptations of tradition. The City Hall,
replacing the old Jeonju Station, is a pastiche of Poongnab
Gate. It is acknowledged as Korea' s most beloved city hall
by the people. In Traditional Housing Towns, Jeondong
and Kyodong, the roof of the newly built architectures are

even more influenced by traditional Kiwha roof system. A
close speculation would reveal that almost every building
built in the 90s are under the heavy influence of and
conforming to tradition.

It is really comforting that the roof of the
Hotel Riviera was not fashioned in a traditional way. It is
logical that an architecture of a city should remember the
remains of its history, but it does not follow that it has to be
so burdened by tradition and history that it becomes
impotent of forming new layers to the city. Architecture and
the city would lose its vigor right at that moment. if Jeonju
is to be filed with buildings merely imitating the old, the
architectural history of Jeonju, in the late 20th century,
could be hollow. The Hotel Riviera is one of the buildings
that fill that void. The architect explains the overall image
and the canopy in terms of traditional wood structures and
roof forms, but it may just be a tool to pass the city
architecture reviews. Only those who break away from the
constraints of traditional forms can truly create new
traditions. It is a great luck of Jeonju to have this new
addition.

The Hotel's plan, total of 9 floors, is wide
and flat. It is said that there was an alternative plan to
develop it as a narrow tower, for better recognition from
the outside and better view from the inside. The final
decision went for the flat plan, and by limiting the lower
areas to 2 stories, it s bulk became even more massive. But
this is what makes the Hotel in harmony with Jeonju. It
follows the rule of Baekjae Dynasty s architecture, to create
flat, horizontal buildings on the plain areas of
Choongchung and Chulla. To adhere closely to the broad
land, bases were lowered and window frames were
stretched horizontally. It is strikingly in contrast with
Kyungsang region s vertical buildings. It may be an effect
achieved accidentally, but the Hotel creates a new flatness
in accordance with the vernacular tradition.

The Hotel Riviera does not offer attractive
inner spaces or strong urbanist messages. The urban
compositions seen in the architect s previous works - round
arcades of Seoul Intercontinental Hotel or the close
connection to the city in Sheraton Hotel - cannot be seen in
this work. But graceful and refined forms, closely arranged
layout of programs, and the voice of the his own inserted
into a commercial end justly prove the architect' s
competence. His approach to architecture is extremely
rational. While meeting the owner's commercial ends, he
conceptualizes issues within it. Too much self-will of the
architect is avoided. And, most of all, he seeks excellence in
the design and construction process. He does not aim for a
quantum leap architecture that overwhelms the viewers, He
instead finds his ideal in gradually achieved tectonic
architecture. The Hotel Riviera would mark an average
position among his works, but still would add to the
elegance of Jeonju. It surely is something above the paper
architecture of those who are obsessed with renewed
concepts and theories. But my expectation of an architect
reaching his ripening period can only be different from
what he thinks of himself.
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