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Prevalence and Factors Associated with Hog Cholera(Classical Swine Fever)
Outbreak in South Eastern Korea in 1996

BongHwan Kim, DVM PhD., KwangHyun Cho*, DVM PhD., Noh-Chan Park*, DVM PhD.,
’ * Hyun-l Kwon* , DVM

Department of Veterinary Medicine, College of Veterinary Medicine, Kyungpook National University, Taegu, Korea
Kyungpook Provincial Veterinary Service Laboratory, Taegu, Korea*

Abstracts : Outbreaks of hog cholera(HC; classical swine fever) in 10 farrow-to-finish farms of regional cor-
porative swine unit in the vicinity of Taegu(southeastern part of Korea) were investigated during the period of 6
months from January to June 1996. The disease invariably occurred in highly virulent epizootic form resulting in
extremely high morbidity and mortality in growing phase of 3 to 4 month old pigs. Among 14 farms of the unit
which are located within a radius of about 1.5km and the total number of pigs reared in the unit was apoximately
just over 10 thousand pigs, ten farms with varying size from 84 pigs to 1,500(average 700 pigs) pigs were stricken
with the disease, whereas the remaining 4 farms which strictly followed hog cholera vaccination requirements were
free from the episode. The HC infected farms were found to have neglected HC vaccination or piglet vaccine were
given at the time of weaning about 3 to 4 weeks of age although the gilts were vaccinated usually 3 to 4 week be-
fore mating and the sows were vaccinated usually at 3~4 weeks post farrowing. One of the 10 infected farms had
new additon of 70 growing pigs of uncertain vaccination history from other province one week before the outbreak.
Although the unit was located 3 separated sites, farms in each site were so close contact that they are separated
only by wire fence or shrub barrier and rodents, wild cats, and birds could have the chance to move around
between those farms. The origin of the outbreak were uncertain, but the transmission between farms were mainly
through the movement of farm personnel, vehicles which gathered the manures from the farms and other mechan-
ical factors such as rodents and birds. Among 6,924 pigs of 10 infected farms, 2,897 growing pigs(41.8%) were in-
fected and the mortality rate during the course of the epidemic were recorded as high as 89.1%(2,582 pigs dead
among 2,897 pigs infected). Some 11% of the infected pigs were found to be chronic or, if not, persistent infection

and the epidemiological importance of these types of infection was discussed.
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