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Role of Serotonin in the Pathology and Treatment of Violence and Suicide

In-Won Chung, M.D.*"

ABSTRACT

obiological models, genetic bases, and relationships with aggression and violence.

A long with psychosocial factors of suicide, biological backgrounds of suicide are explored by extensive works mostly on biological markers, neur-

The biology of suicide confers on neurofransmitters in central nervous system exploring metabolites, receptor binding affinities, neuroendocrine

challenge tests in brain, cerebrospinal fluid, blood and etc.

The major concerns with suicide are focused mainly on serotonin systemO low CSF 5-HIAA concentration, higher 5-HT2 receptor binding, and blunt

prolactin response to fenfluramine.

Postmortem study, in vivo study, genetic contributions, and some other issues such as suicidal methods, serum cholesterol, alcohol, and selective ser-

otonin reuptake inhibitors are reviewed and discussed.
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Suicide 000 self—directed behaviord OO0 OO, OO
0O 0000 196000000 OO0OO0 00O O0OO00O OO0
000000 0000 Oooo, 000 00O oooo ooo
00 000,00 00,0000 o0o0ooo.

00,000,000000 00 U0 0000 000 ooo
0 0000 000 00 000 00000 ooo 0o ooo
000 00 000 0000 000 00 000 oog oo
00 000, 00000 00 000 oooo ooo, o0 o
00 000000 00,000 00,00000 000 OO0
0000 00.000 00 00 brain O OOOO, blood plat—

‘D0000 0000 00000000
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'Dpooo000,360-763 00 000 000 000 62
00) (0431) 69—6364, 00) (0431) 67—7951

elets000 OOO0O0O OO0 OOOOOCOD OOOO met—
abolites, receptor binding study, neuroendocrine challenge
study 0 OO0 0000 OO0O0O OO (Asberg 1976).

000 0000 000 0000 0000 0o o0,00 O
0000 OO0 OO0 OO0 000 00 0o 0o oo oo
0 00 000 0000 000 o0booo oo ogoo. o
O suicided risk factord O biological markerD OOO0O O
O OO0 overpredictingDl 00O OO0 OOO psychosocial,
psychological, clinical assessmentl0 OO00 O0O0O0O O
O (Pandey O 1995).

Suicidel 000 000000 depressiond OO OO0 O
00000 000 00 000 000 000 o000 ooo
00 O00(MVann 1992). 00000000 20%00 OO OO
0 0000 OO 0D UOoQob ooooo ooooo oo
OO0 000 000 0000 00 (Cooperd 1992). Verkes
0(1996)0 bulimia nervosall OO0 O0O0O0O0O OOO, OO
goooOoobo OoO0o oooU ooo OO ooo Ooooo
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0000 000 00 000 0000 o000 platelet 5SHT
0 000 000 00000, 000 mania, personality dis—
order, alcohol dependenced 00 OO0 OO O0O0O0O OO
(Mann 1992).

Serotonin systemd OO0 00000 schizophrenia, af—
fective disorders, violence, impulsivity, suicide, Tourette’s
syndromed 0 0000 OO (Gelernter 1995).

0 00000 suicide O violencel OO0 0000 0O0OO
0000 D000 000 OO0 0000 paper review 000
0O 00000 oo.

1. Post-mortem study

1) Serotonin and metabolites in brain

Suicide 000 OO monoamine 0O metabolited OO
196000 OOOO postmortem OO0 OO0 OCOOO OO
0000 00 00000 depressive stated OO0 OO O
00 OO0 O0. suicide victimsO 0000 brainOO mon—
oaminel 00000 OO0 OOOO Lloyd(1974)0 brai—
nstemO raphe region] OO0 OOO0O0O O O0O0O0O O0O0O
000000 Asberg(1987)0 brainstem O catecholamine
000 0000 indolamine 000 OO0 OOO0O0O. 00O
000 0000 0000 000 brain stemd0O serotoninCl
5-HIAA 000 0000 (Shaw 19670 Bourne 19681 Pare
19690 Lloyd 19740 Cochran 19760 Beskow 19760 Korpi
1983), 000 000 000 0000 0DODOO 000 000
0000 000 0000 ooooo.

00 0 000 00 000 oo,ooooog, ooo bo
00000 amine OO0 metabolited decaydD OO0 OO0
0 0O 000, 00 serotonind circadian variation 0 seaso—
nal fluctuation(Pined 1995)0 O0O. 0000 Korpi(1983)
00 O0O0ODOO oopooo O 00 suicide victimO hypo—
thalamusO O serotonin OO0 OO0 OO0 OO0 OO O
oo.

2) Receptor binding study

00 00 00b bodbO 00 000 ooood oogog
000 000 00000 o000, imipramined paroxetine
0 000 presynaptic studyD 00 000 00000 OO0
controld OO0 serotonin transporter binding siteD 000,
ketanserineDd OO0 postsynaptic studyd 0 frontal co—
rtexd O 5HT, receptor0 0 00O (Stanley 19830 Arora

198901 Arango 199001 Biegon 199001 Laruelle 1993) OO O.

00 presynaptic functionDl OO0 OOOO compensat—
ory postsynaptic up—regulationd 000 000 00000

00000000 00 PI hydrolysisO OO0 O (Simonsson
1991)00 OO0OO.

2. In vivo studies

1) Serotonin metabolites in CSF

Monoamine turnover] 000000 O00O0O0O, OO ser—
otonind 0 OOOO0O OOOOOO 5-HIAAD 0O0O0O O
O OOOQ brain cortexD 5—-HIAA OO0 0000 00O
000 OO(Stanley 1985). 0000000 5-HIAA OO0
endogenous depression0 00 OO0 (bimodal)O 0 OOOO.

000000 OO0 DOoooo0ooo ocoobbo oooo
000 000000 000 ooooO 00 000 0o oo. o
00 0000000 CSF5-HIAA 000 000 0000 O
0O 00000 000 0000 0000 000 ooo og.
Asberg(1976)0 OO0 ODOOOOOO CSF 5-HIAA OO
O 00 000 000,000000 OO0 5-HIAAOOO 40%
00,00 5-HIAAOODO 15%00 0000, 000 ooo
00 000000 53%00, 00000 00 000 23%00
OO0 CSF 5-HIAA 000 OO0 ((Asberg 1981). OO OO
00 00000 o000 5-HIAAOOO 0O OO ooo
0000 000 00000000 serotonind OO OOO0O
000 00 00000 000 0000 oO0(Mannd Malone
1997).

00,00 000 000000 oo obooooo oog o
0 000 0000 000,00 000000 o0 ooo(su—
icide risk)J 0 900000 OO OOOO.00 O0OOO
0000 00 10000 000 0000 00 000@-ye—
ar mortality from suicide)] OO0 OO0 OO O0O00O OO
0000 5-HIAA OO0 OO0 0000 (@7%—Nord—strom
199400 20%—Traskman 198125%—Roy 1986) 00 OO
00 5-HIAA 000 0000 (7%—Nordstrom 19940 0%—
Traskman 1981118%—Roy 1986) OO0 OOO.

0000,0000 5-HIAAOOO 000 0000 00 0O
0O 0000 0O0O0O0(Nordstrom 1994), OO OO OOOO O
0O 00000 0000 OO0 oogviolent) 000 OO OO
000 0000 (Traskman—Bendz 1993), 00 OO0 OO
0 000 0000000 00000000 ooo oooo o
ooo od.

2) Receptor binding study

Pandey(1995)0 0 plateletd] 0 5—HT,s receptord OO
0 00000 state biological markerd O O OO0 OO O
J000d 00 00bOo ooboob boo. ooobog ooo
00 000 000 OO0 0000 00 obooo ooo go
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0000 000 00000. Plateletd braind 5HT,, 000
0 000 0000 000 00 0o oooooooooo
000 00 00 000 000 ooo oo oooo oo o
0O(CookD 1994). 00O 5HT,, OO0 OO OO0 OO0 O
000 000 postsynaptic 5HT,, OO0O0O compensatory
up—regulationd O O OO0 Conn(1986)(00 Sanders—Bu-—
sh(1990)00 OO0 5HTO OOOO OO0 OO0 OO OO0
0 00000 5HT,, 0000 00000 0000 o000
00.0 00 0000000 OO0 0000 neuroendocrine
000 00 OOOC0C 0000 Coooo cortisold OO0 O
000 000 OboDO OO oo ooo.

3) Serotonin transporter

Serotonin transporter] 0000 0000000 sodium O
00 0000 000 O0o0000 oooo ooooooo o
0000 000 OO0 OO0 O00.00 imipramine, fluoxe—
tine, paroxetine 0 0000 O O00O0O0O ODOODOO O
00 000 000 (Briley 19800 Nemeroff 1992) 0 000
(Perry 19830 Stanley 1982)00 OO0 serotonin transp—
orterd] 00O (Coppen 19780 Meltzer 19810 Scott 1979)01 0
0O 0000 0000 O000O00 imipramine O paroxetine
0000 0000 000 oooo og.

000 OO0 PCRO O0OOO chromosome 1700 serotonin
transporter 0000 OO0 OCOO OO0 OOOOO sero—
tonin transporterd OO0 0000 OO O O00O0O0O0O OO
00 0000 000 O 000.00 00000 000 oo
0000 000 00000 serotonin transporter(] expre—
ssiond] OO0O00 OO0O0O O O promoter/enhancerd 0 O
0O sequencell 00O OO OO0 OO0 OO DO(Lesch
1995).

3. Genetic contributions

Serotonin metabolismO OOO0O serotonin—dependent be—
havior] modulatel] 0 genes[] tryptophan hydroxylase,
aromatic L—amino acid decarboxylase, serotonin transpor—
ter, several serotonin receptors, monoamine oxidase A and
BUOO OOOO DO.

00 000 000D suicideD affective disorderl] OO fa—
milial loadingD 00 OO0 OO0O0O OO0, trait markerd

U oo oboob oboo oob oo Ooo oogo go.

suicide 0O0O0 TPHO OOO0OO OOOOO ratelimiting

enzyme 00 TPHgenell OOOO OO0 OO0 OOO.
Nielsen(1994)00 0 serotonind OO0 O0O0OO0O OO0O

0000000 0000 000 00000 oo00o try—

ptophan hydroxylase(TPH) polymorphismO OOO0O suic—
ide 0 5-HIAA OO0 OO0 O0OO0O TPH genotypel O
0 000 00 CSF5-HIAA OO0 0000 00000, o
00, Abbar(1995)00 OO0 OOOO TPH locusD Ava O
/C2-38 polymorphism 000000 0000 0DOO0OO
allelel 000 OO0 0000 OOOOO, 00 OO OO
0O 00000 000 0booo oooo.

4. Other issues

1) Suicide methods

Suicidel self—directed aggressiond 0 O0O0O0O OO0,
disturbed serotonin metabolismd aggression (00 impuls—
ive behaviorDl] O0O0O0O biological correlates] violent me—
thod 0000 0000 5-HIAA OO0 0000 (Stanley
198600 Roy 199000 Apter 1991), OO OOOO 5-HIAA O
OO0 000 000 0 OO00(Nordstrom 1994) 0O00O0O0O
suicided O0O0((lethality)l 0000 OO0 OO 0O0O0O O
OO0 O000. Strengel(1973)0 OO OO0 failed suicideO
pseudocide(parasuicide, suicide gesture)d OO 00 failed
suicided 00000 OO0 OO OO O0OO ODOO OO O
00 0000, pseudocidell 00000 OO0O0O0O OO0 O
000 0OD0.00 000 0000 non—violent methodd O
drug overdose O superficial wrist cut(] O, violent method
OO burning, hanging, drowning, jumpingd 00O OO0 O0O.

Mann Malone(1997)0 OO OO (planning)D 0O0O0 O
O (lethal attempt)d OO0 OO0 0000 5-HIAAOOO O
000 000 0O0O0O0O Ooog ooog fenfluramined OO
prolactin 000 O0O0O0O OO0 OO OO0 lethalityD OO
00 0D000 0000 0000 0000 5-HIAA OO0 O
00 0000 000000 000 000 0 00 000 oo
00 ooooo.

00,00 000 000 boobobO ooooo oo ooo
0000 000 000 000 000 0000 000 ooo
OO0 OO (Pavidson 198601 Bill-Brahe 19940 Markush 19840
Oliver 19720 Sloan 1990).

2) Alcohol and violence, aggression

Violent behaviord OO0 0000 OO0O0O 5-HIAA O
OO0 OO0 00000 violence O aggression 00O 000
O 000 00 000 oooo. o0 violent crimed OO0
00 0000 00000(@24085%) alcoholl OOOO OO
O ODO000 alcohol OO serotonin OO0 OOO OO
O00 ooood.
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Alcoholll OO O0OO0O OOOO(disinhibition)D OOOO
(arousa)00 O0OO0O OOO, alcohol OO OOOO OO
0 000 GABA OOOOOOO OO O NMDA OOOO O
0000 0000000 00,000 0000 000 000
00 0000 000 000 0000 ooo oo ooVir-
kkunen 1993). OO0 GABA O NMDA 0OO0OO0OO OO
alcohold OO0 alcohold OO OOOOODO OOO O OO

U,000o0o00 oog oo 0 00 0o bogo bgoo.

00 alcoholl 00000 OO OOOOO ODOO O OO0
0 000 000 ooo.

Alcoholld 00O violence 0000000 alcohold OO O
00000 000 O0000 OO0 00O goooooo o
000 0000 00 00 00. 00 Linnoila(1986)0 alco—
hold OO OOOOO 0000 OO0 OO O OO0 OO0 0O
00 0000 0000 00oo oooo goooo ogd
00000 (Fg. 1). alcohold OO0 0000 ODOOO OO0
0 5-HIAA OO0 000 00 OO0O00O 00ogg ooo
O diurnal activity rhythmO O OO0 000 D000 O0O0OO
0oooo ooo. 00 oo o ooo oood oooo 5-
HIAA OOO OO0 0000 alcohol OO violent crimel
000 0O 000 00 0000, 000 impulsive violent off—
enderd] OO0 OO0 OO0O0O O0OOOD OO0 OO0 OO O
0o0o, 00 000 O glucagonD OO OO0 OO0 insu—
lin sensitivityd OO0 0000 OO.

Alcoholism 0O antisocial, suicidal behaviorsd 00 OO0
00 0000 OO0 000 000 heterogenousd O causally
complex 0000 000 00000 5-HIAAOOO OO
000 00 000 000 O 000 oodd aleoholic vio—
lent offenderC0 OO CSF 5-HIAA OO0 OOOC O00O.0O
00 alcoholismOO O0O0O0 OOOOO OOO0O oOOOO
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Fig. 1. Proposed pathogenesis of impulsivity.

OO0 0000 0000 000 (fluoxetine, zimelidine, citalo—
pram, viqualine)(0 0 problem drinkingd OOO0O0OO OO

O 00 SSRIO 000 OO0 OO0 depressed O suicidal
alcoholismO OO0 OOO0O0O0 OOO0O OO (Cornelius 1993).

3) Dietary cholesterol and suicide

Muldoon(1990)0 cholesterol OO0 OO0 6 OOOO O
000 meta—analysis 0000 OO0 OO cholesterol 00
0000 OO0 000 00 cholesteroll OOOOOOO OO
00 000 00 000 0000 000 00.000 00 0O
000 00 0000 oobo 0000 oooo,00 oo o
violenced 00 OO0 00O OO0 OO0 OO0 00O0O.00 Ka—
plan(1990, 1994)0 monkey] O cholesterol 0 OOOO0O
00 000 00 0 00 00000 o000 o0oo 0o o
OO0 OO cholesterol 0 OOOO0O OOOO 0OOO,000 0O
000 0000 oOOooo. Virkkunen(1979, 1983, 1984)
0 0000 00 00 000 00 000 00 0000 blood
cholesterol 000 OO0OO OO alcohold OO intoxication
O cholesterol 000 OO OOOO OO violentOO OO0
O 0O0.000 00O OO0 cholesterol OO0 ODOOO OO
00 00 000 000000, 0000 lpd 000 000 O
000 000 00000 000 000 000 00 0oo o
00 00Ooo ooo.

Engelberg(1992)0 cholesterol 000 OO O violencel
000 serotonin 000 O000 D000 OO0 OODOOO.
00 0000 000 000 00 000 000 0000 oo
00000 OO O O0O0O0O Opooo OO0 cholesterol O
00 serotonin 0000000 OO0 OOO.0 OO choles—
terol D00 OO0 0000000 lipid microviscosityll O
0000 00 0000 0000 OO0 OO0 ooooo o
000 00000 000 0000000 oooooo ooo
OO0 000 ooooo ood.

000,000 000 00 0000000 000 0ood
O 00 MuldoonO OO0 DOO 000 0000 meta—anal—
ysis 000 OO0 000 0000 000 00 ooo,000o0
O0O0OCO OO0 00 0000 OO oogO state markerd
O 000 trait markerdd OO0O0O OO0 biological marker
000 000 0O0000. 00 Pekkanend (1989)00 Smith
0(1990)0 OO0O0O OOOOO0OO OO cholesterol OOO O
O O violenced OO OO0O0O OOOO OO0 OOOO OO
00 Hawtond Cowen(1993)0 0000 UOOOOO OOOO
0O 00 00 cholesterol 000 OO0 00O O 000 OO
0 000 000 0000 0O 00 OO0 oooo o0. sa—
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ntiagol] Dalen(1994)00 OO cholesterol D00 0DOOODO
00 000 000 OO0 0000 oodo oo oo oo d
Ocholesterol OOOO0O OO0 OO OO0, O0Ocholeste—
rol 00 OO0 0000 OO0, OOcholesterol OO OO0
000 0O000 0O0O0O0 000 0000 oo ooooo o
00 000 00 oooo oo.

4) SSRI and suicide

00000 0000 000 OO0 00000 Oooooo,
00 00000 0000 00 0000 0000 00.000
gooo0o00Oo OOO00O 00 OO0 OO oo ooo
0 000 00000 zimelidine, fluoxetine, fluvoxamined O
00 SSRIs 00 00000 OO0 0O000O0 OO0 000 OO0
0O 00 000 meta—analysisO 0O 000 00000 (Mont—
gomery 1992).

00, maprotiinell 000 OO OO0OOOO OOO 00O
00 00000 000 000 (Feuersteind Jakisch 19860
Montgomery 1988), 000 fluoxetine 0O OO0 00000 O
0000 00000 000 000 (Dasgupta 1990 O Masand
19910 Teicher 1990). 00 OOOO0O fluoxetine OOO0O
00 0000 000000 00000 000 ooodog o
0 000 00000 OoooO,00000 ooo ooooo
0000 000 000000 oo 000 ooooo ooo.
000000 OO0 000 oooQoob0 Oooo oo ooo
00 00000 000 00000 0000 0000 ooo
00 000 0000 0000 placebod OOOO0O OOO O
0000. 00000 00 0000 placebo 000000 22%
00, fluvoxamined 6.4%, imipraminel 7.5%00 0000
000 000 000 0000 00000 00000 o000 O
000 000 O 00 OO(Table 1). OO, 000000 O
00 HDRS 000 250000 00 000000 O0O0O0O0O
fluvoxamine O imipraminel] placebod OO0 OO0O. OO
000 0000 SSRID 00000 00000 ooooo o
00 O0DoO0o0O Ooo0oob0O ooouo oo ooo ooo o
00 000 oooo oo.

5) Degenerative illness and suicide

Huntington’s disease0 0 000 OO O OO0 O O00O0O
00 suicideD 00000 0000 00O (Murphy 1986),
gobd 0oobo 0oog boob oob Oobg oboo
Alzheimer typell demential 0O suicided OO0 OO0 O
ao.

6) Elderly and suicide
00 suicide 000 D0O0O0O OO OO0 OO0 700 OO

Table 1. Increase in suicidality during treatment in the 230 ‘low
risk’ patients with scores of 0 to 2 on the Hamilton Depr-
ession Rating Scale suicide item

Increase to a

Treatment No. of patients  No increase

score of 3or4
Fluvoxamine 78 61 5**
Imipramine 80 63 6*
Placebo 72 47 16

*p<0.050 imipramine superior to placebo
**p<0.010 fluvoxamine superior to placebo

00 0000 0000 00 00 00 000 0000 aging
O 00 000 atrophyD OO0 OO0O0O0O0O O OOOOO O
00 0000 00O 000 000 00 obooo ogo oo
000 0000 00000 000 000 00 o000 ooo
000 O0(Rifai 1992). Samorajski(1977)0 post—mortem
studies] 00 cingulate gyrusd 0 O0OOO0O OO0 medulla
oblongatal 00 OO0O0O OO0 O OO.O0O0O biogenic am—
ine enzyme systemd OO0 OO0 0000 OO0 OO OO
O, MAO-BO 00O brain regiond0 0000 OO0O O0O.

4 E

0000 000 000 0000 0000 0ooo ooooo
000 0000 00.0000 00 0000 oooo ooo
00 O0O0O0O OO 00000 oo ooog 5-HAA OO O
Oooo0 5-HT, 000 00, 0000 000 (fenfluramine)d
00 prolactin 00 OO0O0O OO.000,00000 O0OO
000 0 0Obb0 00O O OO0 o0ooooo boo ooo
oo.

000 000 OO0 0000 trait 0O state markerd 00
000 0000 OoOo, 00 000 O ooooooo oo
00O 00 0000 0000 000 000 oooo goo o
0 000 OO0 0000 000 oooobo O oobo oo
O0. trait marker 0000 OO0 0000 OO OOO0OO
000 000 00000 0000 0000 000 o000 o
0 000 0000 0000 00 o000 ooo ogo oo
00O. 00 0000 000 D0oboo0oo oo oo goooo
00 00000 0O 000 000 0000 00 000 0o o
0000000 000 00 000 000 ooo ood.

000 0000 oO0OO0 OO0 ooo oooo oooo o
00 0000 000,000 000 000 000 00 ood,
000 0000 00O OO0 oobo ooo oo.
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