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A Study on the Implantation of the Japanese
Style Official Residence before 1910

Ahn, Sung Ho
(Architect, TCA Architects & Planners)

Kim, Soon |l
(Professor, Pusan National University)

ABSTRACT

In the time of the rule of Japanese imperialism, Japanese style official residence played major
role at the implantation of modern dwellings into Korea and its influences on Korean modern
dwellings are distinguishable. This study focuses on the Japanese style official residence
implanted into Korea before 1910.

Before 1910 Japanese civilians in Korea builded just a traditional Japanese dwellings at the
Japanese settlement in the ports opened. But Japanese engineers engaged in governmental
organization of construction in the Old-Korean Empire builded a central corridor type Japanese
dwellings as official residence.

The central corridor type Japanese dwelling was an urban dwelling compromised between
Japanese style and western style and distinguished by an outer-court type plan, Japanese
entrance hall, central corridor and western style reception room.

It is certified that the central corridor type Japanese dwelling was implanted into Korea before
1910 and this was the first time an urban dwelling to be implanted and spread through the
whole Korea. The central corridor type Japanese dwelling implanted into Korea took in On-Dol
and transformed to Korea-Japanese eclectic style. '

The central corridor type Japanese dwellings implanted into Korea in the time of the rule of
Japanese imperialism makes function as a precedent of a modern urban dwelling to Korean and
makes Korean dwellings transform from the rural inner court type into the urban outer court
type.
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