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Abstract

Clothing is considered as a means of self-projection in the childhood and children show
clear preference on their own favorite clothing on which their latent identity is reflected.
Changing sex-role identity, in particular, in the modern complex society specially affects the
clothing behavior of children.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the clothing behavior of children in
conjunction with sex-role identity and home environment variables.

This study will provide fundamental information on the clothing behavior in the childhood
and be of help in selecting appropriate clothing in accordance with the variation of sex-role
identity. _

Necessary information for this study was obtained through a questionaire.
‘Bem sex-role identity inventory’ was used to investigate the effect of sex-role identity and
the clothing behavior was studied in conjunction with the factors of conformity, dependence,
acsthetics and interest.

The subjects of investigation are composed of three hundred male and female elementary
school students in the 5th and 6th grades.
For the statistical analysis of the collected data, percentage(%), mean value(M), standard
deviation(SD) and Pearson’s correlation coefficient were calculated and t-test, x 2-test, and
Duncan's multiple range test were performed.

The results form this study are as follows :
1. Sex-role identity shows a little difference according to gender, order of a birth and
standard of living. This small difference is shown to be statistically insignificant.
9. In clothing behavior in connection with the sex-role identity, statistically significant
trend was not found in typical sex-role identity group.
However, clothing behavior in modernistic sex-role identity group exhibits statistically
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significant results in the factors of dependence, aesthetics and interest at the level of P<.001.

3. As concerns the clothing behavior in connection with gender, boy students show
statistically more significant tendency in aesthetics and interest than girls do. However,
boy students show statistically more significant tendency in aesthetics than girls do in
connection with the standard of living.

Although the clothing behavior associated with the level of parents education, mother’'s age
and existence of mother's job shows a little difference in mean values, statistically
significant trend was not detected.

4. Clothing behavior of the children shows a meaningful correlation between the factors.

5. Through 3-dimensional variables analysis, it is found that there is no mutual
interaction between gender, sex-role identity and standard of living on the clothing
behavior. The results from MCA supplementary analysis reveal that there is difference

according to the gender, sex-role identity and standard of living.
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