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Envionmental Problems of Abandoned Mining Sites and
Their Recovery

Jae—Chun Chung, Moo-Choon Lee
Dept. of Environmental Science, Yonsei University

ABSTRACT

There are approximately 500 abandoned mining sites in Korea. Abandoned mines
cause various environmental and safety problems such as landscape damage, soil,
groundwater and stream pollution by heavy metal, acid mine drainage and soil erosion.
According to the survey, there are significant numbers of mines causing environmental
problems in Korea. For a environmentally sound management of abandoned mines, the
Soil Pollution Control Act should include the regulation concerning soil pollution and
recovery standards of the abandoned mines. Also, comprehensive survey about aban-
doned mines, setting-up of the recovery priority, finance for clean-up are necessary.

Key words : Abandoned mining sites, Soil pollution, Heavy metal, Environmentally sound
management
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