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Factors Influencing Internal and External Problem Behaviors in Late Elementary

School Children: Depression and Antisocial Behavior
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ABSTRACT

This study focused on factors influencing internal and external problem (depression and antiso-

cial) behavior among late-elementary children. Subjects were 481 boys and girls enrolled in the

fourth, fifth, and sixth grades of public school. The contribution of grade, sex, stress, self-esteem,

and social support from parents, teachers, and friends as well as school performance were studied.

The instruments were the Adolescent Perceived Events Scale, the Self-Esteem Scale, the Social

Support Scale for Children, the Revised Korean Version of the Center for Epidemiologic Studies’ De-

pression Scale and Antisocial Behavior Scale.

Results indicated that sex, stress, self-esteem, and the support of parents, teachers and friends

reduced the level of depression. Grade, sex, stress, self-esteem, and teachers’ support were related

to the level of antisocial behavior. The results were discussed in terms of the effects of stress, per-

sonal and social resources, and school achievement on depression and antisocial behavior.
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