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Climotic Classification
based on
Occurrence Frequency of Climatic Year
1972-1995
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The Kinds of Occurrence
of Climatic Types by Station
1972-1995
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The Climate of Korea in the View of the Climatic Year

Summary

The climatic characteristics of Korea are
analized with the data observed from 1972
to 1995 in 66 stations, using the climatic
year method expressed by the Koppen's
system of climatic classification.

The climate of Korea is composed of the
six climatic year types : Cfa, Cwa, Cwb,
Dfa, Dwa and Dwb type. The Cwa and
Dwa type occupy 95% occurrence freque-
ncy. The Cwa climatic year type
predominates in the greater part of the
Southern Area, the east slopes of the
Taebaek Range and Cheju-do, the Dwa
type does in Yongso Area and the
northeastern part of Kyonggi Province, and
the Cfa type does in Ullung-do. Such
dominant climatic year regions become the
stable climatic regions, while the regions
where the various climatic types appear
become the unstable climatic regions which
are distributed in the northern part of the
Southern Area and in the southern part of
the Central Area owing to the shifts of the
border between C type and D type. The
border between C and D type is located in

Man-suk Kang®*

the Central Inland Area in the first half of
the 1990s which the Cwa type
predominates most. On the other hand the
border is located in the middle part of the
Southern Area in the first half of the
1980's which the Dwa type prevails most.
Therefore the extents of the climatic year
regions vary each year. In the interannual
change of the main climatic year types,
the Cwa type shows the increasing trend,
while the Cfa and Dwa type reflets the
decreasing tendency. The extending trend
of the Cwa climatic year region appears
during the period of the first half of the
1970's and the period between the latter
half of the 1980's and the first half of the
1990's centering around the Southern
Area. The Dwa climatic year region which
was predominant in the Central Area in
the first half of the 1980s has been
reduced up till the recent years.

Key words climatic year(or year
climate), climatic year type, climatic year
region, occurrence frequency, interannual
change.

* Professor, Department of Geography Education, Catholic University of Taegu-Hyosung.
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