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Korean Auditory i)iscrimination Test
Hyun Bok Lee & Sun Hee Kim

Auditory discrimination which represents a very basic and important perceptual
skill in children is a necessary condition for effective learning. It is necessary,
therefore, to devise a standardized test tool for a reliable assessment of the
auditory discrimination ability of children. The Korean Auditory Discrimination
Test(KADT) is a tentative test tool that the authors have devised to meet such
demand, ie., to test the auditory discrimination ability of Korean children, both
normal and hearing- and speech-impaired, between the ages of 4 and 8. The
KADT consists of 40 pairs of words arranged in a systematic manner, of which
thirty are “minimal pairs” of words and the rest homophonous synonyms. The 30
minimal pairs are composed in such a way that major phonological contrasts
involving consonants and vowels at initial, medial and final positions are duly
represented. The test score will be determined by the number of right responses
made by the children. Further attempts will be made to refine and improve
KADT in future.
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