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A Survey of Sailors Knowledge, Attitudes and Preventive Behaviors about AIDS
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Abstract

This study was to assess Korean sailors’ knowledge, attitudes and behaviors about AIDS. The subjects
of this study were 379 safety-trainee sailors. Data were collected by self reporting on a questionnaire
during February to March 1996.

The results were as follows:

» The mean score on AIDS knowledge was 17.3 out of a possible maximum score of 24.0. With respect
to diseas transmission, only 45.6-86.5 percent of the sailors correctly indicated that causal contact
does not lead to contraction AIDS. The younger, unmarried, and educated groups had a higher level
of knowledge about AIDS.

- With respect to sailors’ attitudes about ADIS, 85.2 percent of the sailors reported that AIDS is as big
a problem as the media suggested, and over half of the sailors (53.8%) reported that they are being
afraid of getting AIDS.

One attitude, which was most pervasive(903.1 percent agreeing) was that it is important for sailors to

receive AIDS education as a part of social education classes.

In attitudes, there were statistical significance by age group, marital status, and educational level.

With respect to sailors’ preventive behaviors about AIDS, the mean score was 7.1 out of a possible
maximum score of 9.0

It was shown that the older age, married groups had a higher level of preventive behaviors about
AIDS.
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Only 24.7 percent of the sailors always used condom during extra—-marital intercourses.

With respect to the non use factors in condom use during extramarital intercourses, the higher

responses were, condom was not amiable(46.0 percent), troublesome in condom use(40.8 percent),

drunk(25.9 percent).

The results of this study demonstrates a need for the development of diverse AIDS education

programs for sailors to provide not only the knowledge of AIDS but also counseling and prevention

programs, including avoiding any risky sexual contacts.
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