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Canine Demodicosis - A Ten-year Retrospective Study

Sang-ki Kim
College of Veterinary Medicine, Chonnam National University, Kwangju 500-757, Korea

ABSTRACT : A retrospective study on 72 dogs with demedicosis, presented to Veterinary
Teaching Hospital of Chonnam National University between 1987 and 1996, is reported. A-
bout 18% of the dogs with skin disease had demodicosis. About 75% of the patients with de-
modicosis were purebred dogs, and the short-haired breeds had a much higher incidence
than do long-haired breeds. The age of the patient ranged from 1 month to 3 years, and a-
bout 63% of the patients were less than a year of age. Sex and seasons have been shown to
have no effect on the development of demodicosis. A hereditary predisposition of gen-
eralized demodicosis has been observed from an affected litter.
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Table 1. Rate of patients with the skin diseases and de-
modicosis out of canine patients presented to Veterinary
Teaching Hospital of Chonnam National University from
1987 to 1996

No. of No. of patients  No. of patients
Year canine  with skin diseases with demodicosis

patients (%)* (%)**
1987 200 3 (1.50) 1 (16.7)
1988 314 9 (2.87) 2 (22.22)
1989 489 29 (5.93) 10 (34.48)
1990 482 34 (7.05) 3 (8.82)
1991 482 49 (10.17) 10 (20.41)
1992 496 35 (7.06) 5 (14.29)
1993 463 58 (12.53) 9 (15.52)
1994 331 55 (16.62) 13 (23.64)
1995 495 61 (12.32) 8 (13.11)
1996 541 69 (12.75) 11 (15.94)
Total 4,293 402 (9.36) 72 (17.91)

*: (No. of skin disease + No. of patient) x 100.
**: (No. of demodicosis — No. of skin disease)x 100.
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Table 3. Seasonal incidence of 72 dogs with demodi-
cosis which were presented to Veterinary Teaching Hos-
pital of Chonnam National University from 1987 to 1996

Year Spring Summer Aufumn Winter
1987 0 1 0 0
1988 0 1 1 0
1989 0 9 0 1
1990 1 1 0 1
1991 6 0 1 3
1992 0 1 2 2
1993 2 3 4 0
1994 5 4 1 3
1995 2 2 2 2
1996 1 4 2 4

Total 17 (23.6%) 26 (36.1%) 13 (18.1%) 16 (22.2%)

Table 2. Incidence of the demodicosis on the basis of age of 72 infected dogs with Demodex canis, which were
presented to Veterinary Teaching Hospital of Chonnam National University from 1987 to 1996

Year 0~6 Months 7~12 Months 1~1.5Years 1.6~2Years Over 2 Years Unknown
1987 0 0 0 0 1 -
1988 1 1 0 0 0 -
1989 4 4 1 1 0 -
1990 2 1 0 0 0 -
1991 3 3 1 1 2 -
1992 1 2 0 1 1

1993 2 3 1 1 0 2
1994 6 2 2 1 2 -
1995 1 2 3 0 2 -
1996 4 3 1 1 1 1
Total 24 (33.3%) 21 (29.2%) 9 (12.5%) 6 (8.3%) 9 (12.5%) 3 (42%)
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Table 4. Sexual distribution of 72 dogs with demodi-
cosis which were presented to Veterinary Teaching Hos-
pital of Chonnam National University from 1987 to 1996

Year Male Female Unknown
1987 1 0

1988 1 1

1989 1 9

1990 1 2

1991 5 5

1992 3 1 1
1993 5 3 1
1994 4 9

1995 4 4

1996 7 4

Total 32 (44.4%) 38 (52.8%) 2 (2.8%)
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