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Management of Incomplete Avulsion Injury of the Foot in a
Masai Giraffe(Giraffa camelopardalis tippelskirchi)

Soo-Whan Kwon, Bum-Tae Hwang', Soon-wuk Jeong*, Oh-Kyeong Kweon**
Yongin Everland Zoological Gardens, Yongin-city, 449-715, Korea
*College of Veterianry Medicine, Chonnam National University, Kwangju, 500-757, Korea
**College of Veterianry Medicine, Seoul National University, Suwon, 441-744, Korea

ABSTRACT : The lateral hoof of right hind limb of a pregnant Masai giraffe was ac-
cidentally injured, and its coronet, hoof wall, and sole were detached in a mass. The ble-
eding was observed from the exposed dermis of the affected foot for several hours, with
second score of supporting lameness. The bleeding from the digital artery at the.exposed
dermis was stopped by epinephrine spray and direct pressing. Nitrofurazone ointment was
topically applied for 5 days and oxytetracycline solution was delivered by a fluid jet in the
affected hoof for one month. The floor of giraffe house was maintained clean and dry dur-
ing the treatment period. The calf was born 5 months after the avulsion. The affected foot
was completely healed 9 months after the avuision. The horn of the hoof wall was grown
from the coronet to sole, and was gradually filled from the heel to the toe. The growth rate
and filling rate of the hoof wall were 0.32 mm and 0.54 mm a day, respectively.
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Fig 3. Dry hoof that oxytetracycline solution delivered
by a jet fluid after 28 days.

Fig 1. Detached fragment at the lateral hoof of right Fig 4. The Hoof 5 months after the aulsion.
hind limb.

Fig 2. Incomplete avulsion of the coronet, hoof wall, Fig 5. The completely healed hoof 9 months after the
and sole resulted in the exposed dermis and hemorrhage. avulsion.
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