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abstract

The Opening Space for Quality of Life in South Korea

Moongi Suh

Going hevond the previous formulations of development theories,  the
present paper explores the effects other than political economy on quality of life
in a rapidly developing country. The major analysis takes up the historical trend
and nature of the developmental transformation that is partially a consequences
ol state structures and partially autonomeous [rom it in South Korea. \so, it
diagnoses developmental pathwavs {or the [uture track by constructing a
haseline model for state transition on the hasis of power game between the state
and civil society in the country.

The results of the historical analysis show that civil societv has been
transformed in the course of confrontations and interactions between the state
and nationalist social movemeni. The distinction between developmental (or
hureaucratic authoritarian) and democratic state is presented to show that these
are two qualitatively  different aspects of state power, requiring separate
analytical treatment. Furthermore, the state-centric approach which emphasizes
the active role of the state at the sacrifice of societal fabric — constraining social
conditions for quality of lile —appears to be modified. On the contrary, the
impact of civil societv is transmitted both directly and indirectly via labor and
ecological movement for quality of life, which is critical to the formation of the
welfare state in the country.

The prospect for sustainable development in Korea lies in providing and
expanding quality of life in terms of the financial feasibility of the state through

the public private cooperation. and abstaining from drastic and radical
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commitment to welfare services as is the case with the European declines in
welfare state. Further studies are needed to examine the interrelationships in
different historical and cultural settings of developing countries to estimate a

theory of quality of life and social justice.



