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abstract

Parent-Child Differences in Attitudes, Resources, and
Constraints, and the Impacts of these Factors on
Generational Proximity in the United States and Japan

Keongsuk Park

This study examines multi-level factors for geographic proximities between
clderly parents and their children in the United States and Japan. Despite their
similar economies, the United States and Japan show a significant difference in
their patterns ol generational proximity. In 1993, hall of US non Hisapnic white
parents aged 70 or over lived separately but within 10 miles of their nearest
children and a majority of them lived far from their non-nearest children. The
family geographic network for Japanese elderly parents is more hierarchical. In
1989, 74 percent of Japanese parents aged 70 and over lived with their nearest
children but most of them lived far from their non-nearest children.

To explain this distinctive pattern of inter- and intra- family differences in
generational proximities in the two societies, this studv emplovs a multi-level
analysis which compares the relative importance of life course conditions of
elderly parents and their children and economic and ecological characteristics

of elderly parents’ places of residence in influencing generational proximities.



