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ABSTRACT

A study on the religion and costumes
of the Amish

The purpose of this study was to understand
the effects of religion on Amish costumes. For
this study, I twice visited Amish village in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania U.S.A in July 1993
and August 1996. The methods of study
directed direct observation and literature re-
search.

The results of this study were as follows :

The Amish was lived practically by strict
princi-
ples of simplicity, diligence, piety and mutual
cooperation, The Amish behavioral code of
laws, known as Ordnung dictated appropriate

dress, agricultual methods and a routine for

daily life,

The Amish costumes originated with the
17th century Puritans, traditional apparel the
European farmer and the clothing style of 19th
century America,

Amish costumes was fastened with hooks
and eyes instead of decorative buttons a diret
influence of Puritanism does and did not con-
tain ornamental outer pockets.

This distinctively simple costumes served as
a boundary outsiders to and as a direct ex-
pression of their faith.

An Amish doll had neither facial features
nor fingers and toes as described in scripture,
“You do not become corrupt and make for
yourselves an idol, an image of any shape,
whether formed like a man or a women, or like
any animal on earth or any bird that flies in
the air, or like any creature that moves along
the ground or any fish in the waters below.”

In this way Amish costumes was affected by

their religion and faith.





