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User Study as a Academic Background of Library
and Information Science

Park, Hong Seok*

{Abstract)

The library collects relevant documents, organizes these documents,
retrieves and provides relevant documents, and helps the user use
provided documents. These library activities are the distribution
process of relevant documents in a soéiety, and the role of library
science is to deal with several problems in this process. This process
is to facilitate the production of socially relevant documents, to sel-
ect documents relevant to an individual user, and to enable the user
to use the selected documents. As a result, this process should be
based on the concept of “relevance”. As a result, the academic .role
of library science should be considered based on “relevance”. “Rel-
evance” is getting more important to meet the change of the en-
vironment of library services, which is getting more complex and
changing rapidly because of the computer and the computer network.
It is true that these are very important tool for document distri-

bution. However, the problems in the document distribution can not

* Part-time Lecturer, Dept. of Library and Information Science, Sangmyung Uni-
versity.
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be solved only by the simple development of these tools because
these have been caused by the simple development of these tools.
These problems can be solved onfy through many studies of the
user, which is the destination of document distribution, and through

applying the results of these studies to designing these tools.



