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=Abstract=
Choriocarcinoma in Posterior Mediastinum
- A case Report -

Soo Sung Kim, M.D.*, Han [k Bae, M.D.**, Jung Ran Kim, M.D.*,
Young Hyun Lee, M.D.***, Jae Chul Shim, M.D.***, Kuy Chun Lee, M.D. ™

Primary mediastinal choriocarcinoma is characteristically seen in young males presenting with the
symptomes of cough, chest pain, and gynecomastia.

A 33-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital because of severe dyspnea and chest pain which was
aggravated rapidly 2 or 3 days ago. Posterior mediastinal mass measuring about 13¢m in diameter was
scen in Chest P-A, left lateral view of chest, and chest CT. Serum $-HCG level was markedly elevated up
to 200,000 mIU. Whole body CT and other studies could not find any lesion on ovary and uterus. But, a
single nodule measuring about 1cm in diameter was identified in the brain CT.

The tumor cells (syncytiotrophoblastic cells) from resccted mass revealed positivity on immuno-
histochemical staining for §-HCG.

She was treated with EMA-CO after resection of tumor. But, 7 months later, she was readmitted and
showed cerebral hemorrhage due to metastatic choriocarcinoma. She was operated again for the brain
tumor, and was doing well for further 7 months.

(Korean J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 1997 ;30 :462-6)
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Fig. 1. Preoperative Chest CT shows well-marginated huge
heterogeneous low density mass lesion at the posterior aspect
of left lung. The lung parenchyme was dispiaced anteriorly by

the huge mass.
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Fig. 2. The cut surface of the ovoid tumor mass shows yel-
lowish brown hemorrhage, and geographic necrosis is evident.
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Fig. 3. Higher magnification of the tumor shows the relatively
uniform population of poorly differentiated trophoblast overlying
syncytiotrophoblast (arrow).

Fig. 4. Syncytiotrophoblastic cells form multinucieated giant
cells. The stroma shows infiltrates of chronic inflammatory
cells.
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Fig. 5. Immunohistochemical staining for human chorionic
gonadotropin reveals homogeneous cytoplasmic expression in
trophoblastic cells.

Table 1. Change of -HCG during treatment

Date Value(mIU/ml)
*Preoperative ] sa0000
8th day after first operation | 959
Onc month after first operation | 079
One year after first operation 2,,7,,,,,, -
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