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(Abstract)

The purpose of this study was to explore the types of mother’s language and
literacy information as they collaborated to write a letter during a 10-minute session.

Subjects of the study consisted of 60 mothers and their children, 10 boys and 10
girls each at the age of 3, 4, and 5. The mothers’ teaching language was analyzed
on the basis of Hoffman(1987)'s study, and the types of information that mothers
and children exchanged during writing letters was analyzed by Burns and Casbergue
(1992)'s categories. Frequency, percentages, and x? tests were used to analyze the
data.

The resuits of this study were as follows.

1. The types of the mothers’ teaching language from the most to the least were
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mother-initiated statements, mother-initiated questions, and mother’s responses to
child’s efforts. There were significant differences according to children’s age in
mothers’ language. In the mother-initiated questions, request questions were used most
frequently and followed by interrogation questions and invitation questions next. The
statements initiated by mothers were directive comments, informative comments,
supportive comments, insistence comments, and invitation comments in order. Mothers’
responses to child’'s efforts were corrects/controls, additional cues, confirmation,
promotion, and praise in order. In all three types of the teaching language, significant
differences were found according to children’s age.

2. The types of information about writing were spelling, content, off
task/preparation, mechanical conventions. and conceptual meaning of writing in order.
Significant differences were found according to children’s age. In the age group of
4- and S5-year-olds, the mothers exchanged more information about spelling than the
mothers of 3-year-olds who frequently used information about content and off task
or preparation of writing the letter.
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