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(Abstract)

This research was focused on the identification of difficult temperament of
childhood. In order to identify the difficult temperament of childhood, 336 of 3 and
6 graders were investigated. The difficult temperament of childhood was defined as
the cahracteristics which were perceived as difficult for taking care of by mothers,
related to negative mothers’ attitude, and related to the children’s low competence.

Mothers felt difficult in caring for the children with high activity and negative
mood. Mothers showed negative attitude to the children with negative mood and low
persistence. And the children with unpredictability and low persistence had lower
perceived competence. In short, high activity, unpredictability, negative mood, and
low persistence might be said as difficult temperament of childhood. These
temperament categories-activity, predictability, mood, and persistence-appeared as one
factor in factor analysis. Unpredictability, negative mood, and low persistency were
shown as the diffficult temperament in other studies, but high activity should be
examined more carefully.
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