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RECONSTRUCTION OF MIDFACIAL AND
PALATAL DEFECTS AFTER MAXILLECTOMY

Hoon Kim*, Mi-suk Choi, Sung-won Choi, Ho-kyeom Kim,
Sung-moon Kim, Jae-suk Rim, Jong-jin Kwon

The Department of Dentistrry, College of Medicine, Korea University

There are various defects caused by trauma or resection of maignant tumor in the orofacial
region, which can be reconstructed with various regional and pararegional flaps. Among these
defects, it is very difficult to reconstruct palatal and midfacial defects after maxillectomy and
patients have problems in speaking and swallowing of food. Therefore it is very important for
surgeons to reconstruct these defects functionally and esthetically and to retun the patients to
the normal social activity. These defects are usually obturated with prosthodontic appliances
to assist the phonation and swallowing. But nowadays surgical reconstruction by various flaps
was considered and performed for better rehabilitation. For this purpose the forehead flap, the
nasolabial flap, the tongue flap, the sternocleidomastoideous flap, the temporal flap, the latissimus
dorsi flap, the scapular flap etc. are used.

We reconstructed small-sized plalatal defects with tongue flap, medium-sized palatal and maxil-
lary defects after maxillectomy with temporal myofascial flap and large midfacial defects including
eyeball exenteration with latissimus dorsi myocutaneous flaps.

Here we are to report 5 cases of these flaps used for the reconstruciton of palatal and midfacial
defects and consider the versatility, reliability and limitation in use of these flaps.
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Table 1 Clinical Data and Results
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No.| S/A Diagnosis Site of Defects Tyoe of Flasp Sucess | Complication
Autogeneous Free [lliac
1 |F/45 sccr Subtotal Maxillectomy D.* Yes None
/ ubtotal Haxt y Bone Graft+Tongue Flap
2 | Fra7 Mucoepidermoid | Total Maxillectomy ,D* Free Latissimus dorsi Yes None
Ca. + eyeball exenteration | Myocutaneous Flaps
3 |F/s SCC* Total Maxillectomy .D* Pedicled Latissimus dorsi Yes Remaining
+ eyeball exenteration | Myocutaneous Flaps Palatal D.
Mucoepidermoid T alis Myofascial
4 |F/34 Hcoepidermmor Partial Maxillectomy D* emporalis Myolasaa Yes None
Ca. Flap
T lis Myofascial D d
5 Ml scct Total Maxillectomy D.# | 0o oo Yes | oo
Flap Donor site

S.C.C." : Squamous Cell Carcinoma
D.* ! Defects
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