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Cytologic Findings of Colon Lavage
Fluid in Colon Cancer

Hye Kyung Lee, M.D., Myung Jin Joo, M.D., Kwang Min Lee, M.D.,
Dong Kyu Chung, M.D., and Yong Woo Choi, M.D.*

Department of Anatomical Pathology and Internal Medicine®,

Presbyterian Medical Center, Chonju

Although exfoliative colonic cytology for the diagnosis of colorectal cancer has been
largely abandoned due to the widespread use of colonoscopy, some authors still insiston
the usefulness of colon lavage fluid. We tried evaluating the diagnostic feasibility of colon
lavage fluid cytology using an orally administered balanced electrolyte solution.

We collected colon lavage fluids in 106 patients prior to colonoscopy and reviewed the
slides. Cytologic examination revealed neoplastic cells in 7 of 16(44%) cases of
endoscopically proven adenocarcinoma patients. Therefore, we think cytologic study of
colon lavage fluid may be considered as one of the noninvasive diagnostic tools in
colorectal cancer.
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Fig. 1. A papillary growing adenocarcinoma cell
nest in the necrotic debris (Papanicolaou, X 400).

Fig. 2. An egg of Clonorchis sinensis(Papanicolaou,
X 400).
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