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<ABSTRACT>

A Study of Deletion of the Cairene Arabic Glottal Stop /’/

The purpose of this paper is to study deletion of the Arabic glottal stop /’/ in
Literary Arabic(LA) and Cairene Arabic(CA). '

Arabic has a diglossia structure — Literary and Colloquial Arabic. The former is the
standard and written language, while the latter is the oral language used in dialects of
many areas. Of the various Colloquial Arabic dialects the Cairene Arabic is the most
influential and powerful dialect, hence it was chosen as the subject study.

In this paper the followings are found:

(1) The deletion of the Arabic glottal stop /// in CA is found much more
frequently than that in LA.

(2) In a word the deletion is found more frequently in the middle position than in
the initial or final position, in which /’/ is sometimes converted weak consonants /w/ or

Iyl.
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