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A CASE OF FOREIGN BODY ASPIRATION CONFUSED WITH
ENDOBRONCHIAL TUBERCULOSIS

Chi Hong Kim, M.D., Bo Kyoung Kim, M.D., Jin Sung Moon, M.D., Sun Myung Kim, M.D.

Department of Internal Medicine, St. Vincent's Hospital,
Catholic University Medical College, Suwon, Korea

Aspiration of foreign bodies into the tracheobronchial tree is unusual in adults and it may result in
proximal airway obstruction and acute life-threatening asphyxia. It can be diagnosed by history of
aspiration or visualizing the foreign body by chest roentgenogram or bronchoscopy. But it is rarely
considered in adults with subacute or chronic respiratory symptoms without a definite history which
suggests an aspiration.

A T0-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital due to productive cough for two months and
dyspnea which aggravated since the day before admission. Chest X-ray showed pneumonic infiltration
on left upper lobe and right lower lobe. Despite several days of conventional therapy, the patient
complained of severe dyspnea and wheezing. We performed chest CT to rule out endobronchial
stenosis, and it revealed the narrowing of left main stem bronchus compatible with endobronchial
tuberculosis. Fiberoptic bronchoscopy for confirmation disclosed a 3.2X0.7X0.2 cm sized foreign body
located longitudinally at the left main stem bronchus. We removed it with alligator forcep and it proved
to be a piece of artificial denture. The patient remembered losing it while severe coughing on the day
before admission. The microscopic examination of bronchial washing fluid revealed numerous acid fast
bacilli. After removal of the foreign body, the patient showed marked improvement in symptom and
pulmonary function test.

Here we report a case of pulmonary aspiration of foreign body which is confused with endobronchial
tuberculosis with a review of the literature
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Fig. 1. Initial chest PA showed ill-defined pneumonic Fig. 2. Chest CT scan showed the narrowing of left main
infiltration on LUL and RLL. stem bronchus.
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Fig. 3. Fiberoptic bronchoscopy disclosed white-colored Fig. 4. The removed foreign body proved to be a piece of
Jforeign body located longitudinally at the left main stem artificial denture.
bronchus.

Fig. 5. The entire figure of artificial denture. The arrow Fig. 6. Follow up chest PA | wk after the removal of
indicates the aspirated piece of artificial denture. Jforeign body showed marked improvement of previous
lesion.
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