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A Study on the Role of Industrial Design in the Revitalization of a Local Area
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Abstract

The role of local government is no longer having to refer to
the central government those matters related to local issues,
but having the autonomy to make to make decisions that
affect the commurity, taking into consideration the particutar
characteristics of its locality, community opinions, funds and
local efforts to build a better local environment to live in.

From this point of view, the role of industrial design is steadily
increasing in each local communities. However, at present it
appears that no concrete measures have yet been formulated
for designers’ participation in  the local community
development. This is partially due to the lack of awareness by
the local government and the lack of efforts by designers. The
primary consideration of recent local development in the form
of industrial complex construction appears to be the
revenue-orientated aspect of its development. Similarly, the
staging of international events in local areas seem 1o bring
out the negative side-effects of administration.

Thus, local problems and revitalization issues should be
redirected from local government to local community initiated
solutions.  Similarly, local governments should instead
encourage the development of small and medium-sized
enterprises than large coporations. And the subject of local
development should proceed with the ’software-concept’ as its
core constituent.

Based on these current situations, this study examines the
important role of industrial design and proposes a new
direction for revitalization of a focal area.
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