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The Aesthetics of Chinese Garden
- with special reference to ‘YiJing -

Lee, Yoo-Jick*.- Cho, Jung-Song**

* Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Miryang National University
** Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Seoul National University

ABSTRACT

The traditional gardens of China were constructed on the basis of the common aesthetic
consciousness between designers and users. As designers and users communicated each other
through the medium of garden, they give suggestions to our design and appreciation of
modern landscape architecture.

The traditional gardens of China pursued to reach the state of Yi Jing(&#%), and this
state formed the keynote of the whole field of Chinese culture. Yi Jing is the aesthetic
state of a work of art which produces a great impression on appreciator. This aesthetic
theory originated in Pre-Qin Era, and established in Tang-Dynasty. After this, this theory
become the very important aesthetic category of Chinese aesthetics.

Yi Jing is the process from conception to appreciation, and requires the three parts of
designer, a work of art, and appreciator. To reach Yi Jing. designers must be well ground-
ed and persevere in their efforts. They also had to have the ability of corresponding the
inner order of environment and landscape, and expressing their own feelings and emotions
into gardens. So ultimately, they were in pursuit of constructing the gardens as if some-
thing naturally created. The garden itself is the meeting place of designers and users. The
purpose of designing the gardens is not only having the various components, but giving the
space in which users can think of life, nature, history, and cosmos. In order to do this,
designers design the real landscape and non-visual landscape. This design can give appreci-
ators more fertile imagination. Appreciation perfects the Yi Jing of gardens. Yi Jing is
created by co-work of artist and appreciator with common aesthetic consciousness and
sense. Therefore, it is subjective, and it may be vary with man and time.
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