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A Study on the List of Must Books
in Middle Schools.

by Byun, Woo—Yeoul*

{Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to investigate the necessity, selec-
tion, organization and management of Must Books List in middle
schools. A great book can change a person’s life and future. Es-
pecially, reading in the juvenile period is important because of their

intellectual curiosity and sensitivity.

The results of the study were as follows.

1. The necessity of Must Books can be considered in two
perspectives : One is the cultivation of emotion and sense of value
and the other is the development of information abilities.

2. The general criteria for the selection of Must Books are
whether a book is supportive of learning activities, of extracurricu-
lar activities, and of activities for school festivals. And whether a
book is contributing to the building of good characters of atﬁdents
or not should be considered, too.

3. The special attention should be given to such matters as the
organizational and distributional ratio among subjects of the Must

Books, the degree of difficulties, the ratio of books for both male
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and female students, the rafio of foreign books to domestics, the
possibilities of further reading and the bibliographical matters.

4, The points to be duly considered for the management of Must
Books List are the educational considerations, clearness of
objectives, the elimination of commercialism and authoritarianism in
the book selection. The Must Books List should be managed
autonomously, depending on the characteristics of each school and be
updated annually. However, the most important thing is that the
teacher should be a good reader himself.

5. It is better to include short stories than the long one in the
Must Book List. Students should be guided to read explanatory text
first and then to move to the original text. And they should be ex-
posed to books in various subjects and not to be too dependent on
the Must Books List. They should be able to develop the problem
solving ability through the reading of the Must Books.

6. Finally, the Must Books selection committee should be
composed of both teacher librarian and subject teachers. It is desir-
able that books for the cultivation of emotion, for the establishment
of sense of value, and for the development of information ability
sholuld be selected by consulting the various reading lists compiled
by the Ministry of Education, the Board of Local Education and

other authorities concerned.
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