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= Abstract =

A Survey of Drug Intoxication Patients Transferred by 119
Ambulance Service
-Seocho area in Seoul-

Wonsun Cho (Dept. of Nursing, Kyungki Junior College)

This study aims to provide information about the acute poisoning patients transferred by 119 ambulance
service for nurses and emergency medical technicians.

The data is based on 119 ambulance services patients charts of Seocho area in Seoul.

The results were as follows:

1. Total number of emergency patients all over the country has been nearly fourtimes in 1995 compared
to 1991. Total number of emergency patients were 322,051 in 1994.

2. About 35% of total E.R. patients were transferred by 119 ambulance services in Seoul in the last 5
years.

Acute drug intoxication patients occupied 2-3% of E.R. patients in Seoul.

3. About 4% of E.R. patients in Seoul were transferred by 119 E.R. services of Seocho area in Seoul in
1995.

Among them 2.4% patients were drug intoxication patients.

4. Data were collected from available patients of 119 ambulance services from Jan. 1993 to Dec. 1995 in
Seocho area. Total poisoning patients were 184.

~The female/male ratio was 69.7:30.4 and most of patients(69.7%) were in the age of 20th and 30th.

-The busy time of calling 119 ambulance service was from 6P.M. to midnight(37.5%)

-It took within 10 minutes for patients(62.8%)from notification to arrival in hospital.

-Regarding poisoning substances, hypnotics (22.8%), tranquilizer(14.7%). agricultural agents(6.0%)
rodenticide(2.7%) and others (10.3%) were in order and unknown were 43.5%.

~Most of the patients or protector(72.8%) chose hospitals. Among them 87.3% were general hospital .

-The most predominant symptoms were coma(22.3%), dizziness(6.5%) and then allergy, vomiting,
gastrointestinal cramps etc.

-Airway management and oxygen administration together was the main medical control of prehospital
emergency medical services(33.7%)

It is proposed that first, a systematic survey of drug intoxication patients must be conducted to give an
appropriate prehospital emergency care for the emergency medical technician and second, a wide and regular

public education to improve understanding of first aids should be undertaken.
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