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Accidental High Epidural Block
— A case report—

Jung Goo Park, M.D. and Jae Kyu Cheun, M.D.

Department of Anesthesiology, Keimyung University, School of Medicine, Taegu, Korea

Accidental high epidural block is a rare but serious complication. It can result from many
factors, which include the volume and concentration of drug, posture, puncture site, age, preg-
nancy or intra-abdominal mass, and patients’ height and weight.

We had a case of accidental high epidural block recently. This is a case report which was
confirmed by an epiduragram. A healthy 50-year-old woman with a huge uterine myoma was
scheduled for a total abdominal hysterectomy under continous epidural analgesia. Epidural
catheterization was carried out smoothly. However, an unexpected hypotension was noticed
after an epidural injection of 2% lidocaine 25 ml

Thereafter, the patient was intubated and her respiration was controlled during the opera-
tion. Using the 5mg of ephedrine, her blood pressure and pulse were well maintained. The
scheduled operation was carried out for one hour uneventfully, but after the operation, she felt
paresthesia on her hands in the recovery room.

To differentiate between the high epidural and the subdural blocks, we injected 5 ml of a
water soluble Niopam 300 through the catheter postoperatively. It was observed on the
epiduragram that the catheter was placed in the epidural space. It was suggested that the high
epidural block was induced from the widespread diffusion through the narrowed epidural

space due to the engorgement of the epidural venous plexus by the patient’s huge uterine myo-
ma.
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Fig. 1. Antero-posterior radiograph of thoracolum-
bar spine, showing an epidural spread of
contrast.

A gl oS Easgr. 2y
2GR G £ Aosiaide] 245 pento-
thal 200 mg3} succinylcholine 60 mg& AF3}o}
Z1dWAEE 58 HAAEE Agslae e A%
Z1 93} et

Ephedrine 5mg A52 ¥g43} wute Ao
ot} F A AR E PEL X2
Evla daste B matalgon) gkdel o
7tzko] HFH3A ol T, HUSY] o sleE
& %35l 4~84del Niopam 3008 5ml F3I35H
859 F39 A9 FWE FIsgch AFE
(Fig. DelAe= A547}e A5 mazjzeta fg
®ek(chistmas tree-like appearance}s Hgle
29 (Fig. 2)dx s AFsgolt At 24

- 160 —



- EEEE A A8 A 1x 1995

Fig. 2. Lateral radiograph of spine, showing a spread
of contrast via intervertebral foramen.
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