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Cliffs, p.2, 1976.
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History, The Architectural Press Lid., London,
p.2, 1980.
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1981.)

6) TARIA HAE X ez HYY Puging =
de 228 AAM, Contrasts; or, A Parallel
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Harvard University Press, Cambridge, p.13,
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13) Charles Ragin, The Comparative Method,
University of California Press, Berkeley, p.35,
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14} Smelser, opcit., p.164.
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Application of the Comparative Method from
Social Science for Architectural History

Kwon, Jong Wook
(Yeungnam University, Assistant Professor)

Abstract

For many social scientists, the comparative method has been a part of the common enterprise of
describing, explaining, and developing theories about socio—cultural phenomena. However, it is rare
that comparison has been methodologically considered in architectural history in spite of the
usefulness for understanding the similarities and differences among architectural styles. This
research emphasizes the importance of comparative methodology in architectural history and
proposes an example which can be introduced from the comparative method for social studies. The
application in this study is based on the assumption that an architectural phenomenon is a kind of
social phenomenon and comparative method in social study can be applied to architectural history.
The method is to generate and test hypotheses through establishing functional correlation between
variables treated as the objective facts that differentiate one type of building from another.
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