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A Study on the Original State of the Buildings in
NakSunjJae Area.

Noh, Jin-Ha
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(Sung-Kyun-Kwan University, Professor)

ABSTRACT

This paper aims to clarify the historical backeround and the architectural purpose of the
buildings in NakSunJae area to the original state. Through the investigation, the clarified facts are
as follows.

L. The relation with the buildings for the Crown Prince in the ChangDok Palace

By constructing buildings in the NakSunJae area, the spatial conception of the Royal Palace
was changed, that is, buildings for the Crown Prince in the ChangDok Palace disappeared and
they became to belong to the ChangGyeong Palace. Moreover, by constructing the NakSunJae and
its attached buildings, the area for the Crown Prince shifted to use as a private area for the king.

2. The date and the purpose of the construction

The NakSunJae area is consisted of three compounds of building: NakSunJae, SukBokHun and
ScoKangJae. The NakSunJae was constructed for the king HunChong's private occupancy in 1847
and the SukBokHun for a residence of a royal concubine Kim, in 1847. The SooKangJae was
originally built in 1785 in the SooKang Palace where the ex-king took up as his residence after
abdicate the throne. Later on, it was repaired as the residence of the Queen SoonWon, king
HunChong’'s grandmother, in commemoration for the 60th anniversary of her birth in 1848

3. Architectural features of the NakSunJae area at the time of construction

First, as the NakSunJae area is surrounded by quite high hills in northeast and by low hills
in southwest, it is naturally distinguished from its surroundings and gives a cosy feeling. Second,
the NakSunJae area shows very untrammeled style of arrangement in general, because it was
constructed as a private occupancy for the king. Other buildings are arranged in the latticing
orderly, nonetheless, they are free by themselves from a strict form and make themselves an area
full of variety. Third, the huildings in the NakSiunJae area have a characteristic of naivety of
common people’s houses, because they were not an official but private place for the king, his
concubine and his grandmother. Forth, the omaments in the NakSunJae area are variously,
elegantly and harmoniously patterned with the meaning of good luck. Fifth, back garden in the
NakSunJae area was made by taking advantage of sloping hills. The back garden is beautifully
configurated by arranging various constituent elements of pavilions, tiered flower beds, chimneys,
decorated walls, small doors between walls, stoneworks and trees.
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