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Abstract

Background: Korean Hoépital Standardization Program(KHSP), as a hospital
accreditation program initiated and promoted by Korean Hospital Association since
1981, has played a key role in the hospital quality improvement in structural aspect
particularly. Recently, however, KHSP has been critisized by hospitals and health
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personnels in that it is unpractical to be utilized as an initiative to improve hospital
quality. In particular, the section of quality assurance in KHSP, strongly influenced by
old version of Hospital Accreditation of Joint Commission in U.S.A., has been required
to be fundamentally revised. For design of new criteria in quality assurance section, a
survey for evaluation of existing program and collection of opinions for ideal one was
conducted.

Methods: For a month in 1994, structured ques;zomalres were administered by
mailing to 470 hospital staffs from 200 hospitals, participated in the survey for the 1994
KHSP in each hospital. The %Lotai number of respondents was 116.

Results: Less than half of the respondents(34.5%) value positively on the impact of
current KHSP in general cxif the quality improvement of their hospitals. Moreover, most
responses indicated that KI-‘SP should be reorganized towards more practical and
applicable one. Current KI-ISP criterfa for quality activities in hospitals were regarded as
a unpractical one which shculd be basxcaﬂy renewed. For new criteria and standards,

1
i

most respondents emph@sxzed the zmpoftance of apphcablhty of those in real
situations. b : ,

Conclusion: For the KHSP to be eﬁecﬁve new evaluauon criteria for quality activities
should be more practical and fuﬂy a.ccommocia;ed to hosp1tal situations in reality.
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