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A Study on the Changing Role and Staffing of
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the paper is to review the key factors of automation and information technology which have generally
had the first and the most impact on traditional cataloging department and catalogers. Additioans] qualities and skills
which the catalogers in this environment will need are indentified. The review is done through the examination of
research reports and results of numerous library surveys. The overall climate of change is toward a process of conver-
gent evolution between catalogers and public service librarians.

The heads of technical services departments and several catalogers in eight Korean academic libraries including
National Central Library are interviewed to find out the present development of automation and any effect on cata-
loging staff in terms of work and organizational structure. It is too early to have any such changing impact as the
automation is still in its implementing stage. However, they see the future when professional catalogers are expected to
serve in much extended role as the automation stages are moving ahead.
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