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l. Introduction

The Concept of a ‘nuclear family’ has widely spread as
an ideal family model for today’s industrialized society.
However, it is being reevaluated as it reveals various
malfunctional aspects of this society. This trend led to
people’s interest in the idea of a three generation family
living. The idea was relatively ignored because of the dif-
fusion of the nuclear family. In fact, the three generation
family living showed many positive aspects which are
still desired in this industrial society.

With respect to elder’s welfare, the three generation
family housing fits well with the Korean elder’s welfare
policy, namely ‘family first and social support next’, and
with our cultural contexts as well. Nevertheless, the con-
cept has not received adequate attention from scholors
and thus has not well developed. As a result, it failed to

contribute to alleviating family and social problems.

Especially, multi—family apartments have widely sp-
read out in the nuclear family culture and will become
more popular in the future. Because of these facts, the
multi—family housing i1s worth reviewing and one must
understand the spatial needs of a three generation fami-
ly. Also, to solve the elder’s problem in Korea, the idea
of the three generation apartment must develop.

The project, developing the three generation family
apartment have been proceeded as a cultural policy the
me In Korea. Since this project 1s a comprehensive one,
it dealt with various related aspects. Various research
methods, including the literature surveying, Interviewing,
mailing survey and delphi method, were employed.

The focus of the project i1s shown in Fig. 1. The
Reseach Design overview of the project is shown in Fig.
2. This paper presents only the contents on architectural
aspects of a three generation family apartment.
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(Fig.1)The focus of the project
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To verify the appropriateness of the three generation famuly apartment as a cultural housing model in korea
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To describe the living characteristics and spatial needs of
A several reprentative household-cases

Literatore approach
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' A To grasp the range of theoretical residential unit types for

the three generation family apartment

B To gencralize the living characteristics and their spatial needs

\

H Expert approach

To integrate the opinions of experts in related areas about the three
generation family apartment

—— means boundary of different approaches

(Fig.2)Research Design overview of the project

Il. The Conceptual Definition of a Three
Generation Family Apartment (TGFA).

The applying concepts of housing for the elder’s wel-
fare and family welfare, relate to housing culture as well
as to concepts of customary welfare. Fig. 3 shows the
basic planning concept behind developing a three genera-
tion family apartment.

The characteristics of the apartment hypothesized here
are the following : (a) various unit plans that provide
different degrees of privacy between the elderly and
their married children’s living quarters, (b) a senior cen
ter that provides healthcare services and socia ! activities
for the elders, and (c) a family welfare center that pro-
vides a daycare center, a library, and a multi — purpose
club house, exclusely for residents. Additionally, the over-
all construction of the apartment is geared towards pro-
motion of resident’s feeling of togetherness and attach-
ment to the community, and towards a defensible urban
system, Fig. 4 shows the idea of TGFA.

Ill. Residential Unit Alternatives for a Three
Generation Family Apartment

A is major stage, B is supplementary stage for A.

To suggest theoretical types of residential unit plans
that can be applied to three generation apartment build-
ings, one must base the criteria from previous studies on
the three generation housing. Importment planning con-
cepts, implicitly and explicitly mentioned in those sources,
are (1) the concepts of units, (2) the number of the
main entrance door, (3) directional relationship between
quarters of the old generation and their married children’
s generation, (4) compositional characteristics of the con-
necting space between the elder’s quarter and their chil-
dren’s, and (5) the degree of common areas. These five
concepts have been reanalized and regrouped into three
criteria, which in turn, will be applied as architectural
planning concepts. The three are the distance, direction ,
and compositional characteristics of the unit space. By
juxtaposing the three criteria as mentioned in Fig. 5, it
generated 18 types of residential units, as Fig. 6 shows.

These types should help enhancing the quality of fami-
ly life by decreasing the stress level that may develop
between the elders and their married children living to-
gether. However, these types are only theoretical con-
structs. So, following these three generation families have
identified some practical types with emprical supports
and spatial needs. The latter can then generate the basic
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Maejor concept

Housing for the
Elderly Welfare

Design objectives

To make it functicn as ahousing
alternative for the elderly it koea

To provide various unit alternatives
for modern concept of tiving together”

Toimprove the
relationship among family members

Housing for the
Family Welfare

\
/

To create the commisunity
with great affordance for the residents

To promete the
neighborhood retationship

To enhance the
psychologicallemotional stability

Planning requirements

elderty welfare serivice system
)Medical and health care servioe center
2) Nursing service center

3) Workroom

4) Lounge

5) Gameroom

6) Educational center

T) Garden

innovative unit alternatives for privacy

1) Comletely shared horizontal single unit

2) Partiallly shared vertical single unit

3) Partially shared horizontal single unit

4) Partially shared horizontally and
internally connected two units

5) Completely separated vertical two units

2) middle school-college school:study room

3) mothers:workroom, educational/cultural center

4) fathers:office area for “working at community”

spaces for all Iife cycles

T) multipurpose room

2) large room for wedding, funeral and bithday,
and communuty-based activities

3)gymnasium for social physial education

4)library for informational society

(Fig.3)Basic Planning Concepts to develop the three generation family appartment
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(Fig.4)Affordances of the three generation family apartment (Community)
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(Fig.5)Eighteen residential unit types generated by the factorial

composition of three criteria

concepts behind the planning of a three generation fami-
ly apartment. As a result, Table 1 shows the alternative
plan which they selected when planning the apartment,
the ratio of 49:19:10:22 for a single unit vs two con-
nected units vs two separate units within a building vs
two separate units in different buildings within an apart-
ment community must be kept.

A single unit on a single floor. with one entrance

. Bedroom
Bedroom | Bathroom
Bathroom | Living
Bedroom Private LR | Dining’
Bathroom Compact K | Kitchen
Common LR | Common LR | CommonLR
Road - Building - Comdor - Unit - Cicculaion Corranon DR |- Common DR | Kitchen
entrance entrance path Common K | Common K | _ Dining
Bathroom |- Bathroom | Living
Bedroom |~ Bedroom |~ Bathroom
Bedroom | Bedroom | Bedroom
For everyday life I
pday hife For everyday life everyday li
such s dining, exoept dining and compcly et
reoeption of visitors, pulbic spaces are
public spaces are shared A common living
completely room may be added
o @ ©)]
A single unit spread out two floors. with one entrance
. Bedroom
Bedroom | Bathroom
Bathroom - Living
Bedroom saly |- PivaelR { Dining
Bathroom Compact K |- Kitchen
stair
Common LR I Common LR | CommonlR
Road - Building - Comdor - Unit - Circulation |—CommonDR | Common DR {_ Kitchen
entrance entrance path Cormmmon K |— Common K { . Dining
Bathroom | Bathroom }— Living
Bedroom | Bedroom | Bathroom
Bedroom |- Bedroom | Bedroom
L Bedroom
sli;,evuyda&m{g” life For everyday life For cvayda&;bd
as ? exoept dining and completely
reception of visitors, pulbic spaces are
public spaces are shared A common living
completely room may be added
shared
® ® ®
Two next-door units with separate entrances and an inside circulation path
possible connected area (door may be here) Bedroom
‘Bedroom Bathroom
Barhroom Living
Unit -Circulatio; Bedroom Private LR Dining
entrance path ! = Bathroom — Compace K — Kitchen
] 1 [l )
o ) " Common LR ~ Common LR ~ (Common LR)
Road - Building- Corridor - 1~~~ Commeon DR Common DR Kitchen
entrance ! Common K Common K Dining
i Bathroom Bathroom Living
—Unit -Circulatiog— Bedroom Bedroom Bathroom
entrance  path Bedroom Bedroom Bedroom
For everyday life For everyday life hemy\haedrogrl?fe
:ﬁ:mof Vl::m pulbic spaces are used. i
{Fig.6)Eighteen types of residential units my ﬁmnmaybc‘:d‘ged
@
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Two units vertically seperated on different floors, with an entrance for each and an inside cir-

culation path
location of possible dirculation path such as stair and doors — Bedroom
Bedroom -~ Bathroom
Barhroom — Living
) Corridor Unit -Circulatio Bedroom E Private LR I~ Dining
star entrance  path ! Bathroom - Compace K - Kitchen
1 ' [ i
i Common LR Common LR L (Common LR)
Road - Building| - "=~ Common DR Kitchen -
entrance ! Common K Common K — Dining
1 Bathroom Bathroom — Living
— Corridor Unit -Circulatio— Bedroom Bedroom — Bathroom
entrance  path Bedroom Bedroom I— Bedroom
Forcveryday e For everyday lfe — Bedroom
such as dinmg, except dining and For everyday life
public spaces are shared used.
e A common living
shared room may be added
@ o @
Two completely seperated units located on the same floor
— Bedroom
— Bedroom - Bathroom
~ Barhroom — Living
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entrance  path Bathroom — Compace K — Kitchen
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Bathroom — Bathroom — Living
' Unit -Circulation Bedroom — Bedroom — Bathroom
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For everyday life For everyday life ;
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@ ® ®
Two completely seperated units located on different floors in the same building
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Common LR Common LR — (Common LR)
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entrance  path Bedroom Bedroom - Bedroom
. § - Bedroom
ey e b o iy Forcvrylay lfe
i i completely separated
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Puble specsare Aeomman ving
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(Fig.6)Eighteen types of residential units
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(Tab.1)Preferred alternatives among the residents who selected one within the apartment

scale 1 f % scale 2 f %

single unit 220 49.0 single unit 220 49.0

two connected units 85 18.9 two connected units 85 18.9
two separate units 46 10.2
in a building

two separate units 144 32.1

two separate units 98 21.8
in a apt.community
total 449 100.0 total 449 100.0

IV. The Three Generation Family Apartment
Community Design

The planning community is designed on the basis of
date collected from literature reviews and delphi survey.
For the delphi survey, professionals in the areas of
building construcion, tax, sociology, elder’s welfare, fami-
ly welfare, and housing, were respondents.

Layout of the three generation family apartment com-
munity consists of some groups of apartments, a small

scale welfare space, and a large scale welfare space. In
such groups of apartments, there is a small scale welfare
space exclusively for the residents. In the center of the
community, there 1s a large scale welfare space for the
neighborhoods as well as community residents. The ceil-
ing of path that connects each apartment and welfare
space 1s covered, for the convenience of transfer, espe-
cially for elders. Fig. 7 shows this concept of community
environment.

Apartment
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path with ceiling

wswredy
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only) :
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—
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wounued

small scale |
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(residents use ¥
only) e

M

path with ceiling

accessible fof non-residents

N

(Fig.7)Conceptual drawing of the three generation apartment community design
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