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ABSTRACT

Feeding activites during nestling period of Coal tit (Parus ater) were studied at breeding sites in
Mt. Chiri. The average feeding frequency per hour of female Coal tit exceeded that of the male,
The average excrement-cleaning frequency per hour of female exceeded that of male, with a
longer feed duration. The feeding frequency per hour was generally higher in the morning, and
the female exceeded the male in the frquency. It is shown that male of the Coal tit in nestling
period played a major role in territorial defense compared with female.
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Table 1. Feeding frequency, feeding intervals and excrement-cleaning frequency of Coal tit (Parus
ater) in brooding period

6 days after hatching 14 days after hatching
Male parent Female parent Male parent Female parent
FF Mean+SD 2.83+ 2.19 14.75x 3.74 2.83+ 2.30 19.25+ 4.00
Range 1~7 4~20 1~6 12~28
FI Mean+SD 21.02+18.56 4,34+ 3.08 12.49+10.31 3.01+0.46
Range 7.49~58.22 2.05~14.50 9.23~29.37 2.02~ 4.50
ECF Mean+SD 2.25+ 1.20 6.17+ 2.23 2.88+ 1.20 9.92+ 2.18
Range 1-5 1-9 1~-5 6~14

FF : Feeding frequency (per hour)
FI : Feeding intervals (minutes)
ECF : Excrement-cleaning frequency (per hour)
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Fig. 1. Feeding frequency per hour of Coal tit (Parus ater) observed between 07:00 and 18:00 in Mt,
Chiri. Hatched bar indicates male, and stippled bar indicates female.
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Fig. 2. Feeding interval (minutes) of Coal tit (Parus ater) observed between 07:00 and 18:00 in Mt,
Chiri. Hatched bar indicates male, and stippled bar indicates female.
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