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ABSTRACT

The costume culture of China is as old and
varied as her long history. As China is a
multiracial nation and consists of fifty-six min-
ority races including Han race, there are not only
fifty-six different costumes in China but each
races’ costume habit is very different, Therefore,
Chinese penninsula can be considered an enor-
mous exhibition center of the costumes.

This study undertook on the assumption that
the costumes’ mainstreamn of Korea and
east-northern Asia as well as that of China could
be examined by investigating the minority races’
costumes in the east-and west-northern areas of
China,

The process of evolution of the costume of a
particular people, country or area is subject not
oniy to constraints related to geography such as
climate, topography or local products but is also
affected by numorous environmental influences
mcluding cultural, econormic, social and even pol-
itical ones in terms of the selection of material,
styling, colors and standard of tailoring. In other
words, things like philosophy of life, religious be-
lief, aesthetic outlook, moral code, class systern,
degree of affluence, and cultural exchange will
all be reflected directly or indirectly by features
of a people’s or country’s style of costume.

Of course, there are several factors affecting
to Fthe: style of costurme of the minority peoples in
Chha.\ However, the only three factors-geo-
graphical and environmental, production method,
and religious belef-will be touched in this study.

First of all, the geograghical and eenviron-
mental factor would be the decisive one because
the costume should be designed to overcome the

constraints of climate and geographical environ-

19954 1173 205

ments. Accordingly, each race has an urique
style of costume, The costume of the minority
races in the northern parts are loose and wide,
and made of warm furs. For instance, Mongolian
robe has the quality of anti-wind, anti-cold and
warmness, and the width of s sleeve is narrow
and long,

Secondly, the costume style can be said to be
limited by the production pattern. when the geo-
graphical environment was affected to decide the
costume style, the production pattern was
together affected to it. In case fo Mongolian
robe, they should satisfy the dual condition as
the practical function, One is the condition that
they should be fitted to the climate, and the
other is the condition that they should be suit-
able to the nomadic life, Mongolian robes are
suitable to the nomadic peoples because they are
designed for not only overcoming the cold wind
and weather but being used as the bedquilt at
night. The costumes of Hoche people was made
of the skin of the fish and wild animals because
of their main means of living being fishing and
hunting, Accordingly, their costumes are dur-
able, warm and water-proof,

inally, the style of the costume is affected by
the religious belief. In other words, the pattern
in fashion is closely related with the religious be-
lief or ancestor worship and nature worship. Ac-
cordingly, the symhols of these worship are often
emerged in the decoration of the costume, The
design of costume of the people in the northern
areas of China 1s very simple. It is related with
their monotheism,

On the other hand, the costumes of twenty
minority races in the east-northern parts of
China can be devided into three racial groups
such as the long robes of Man people and
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Mongols, Tunics of the peoples in the west-  only the unique costume habit but their

northern areas, and the pants and jackets of  costumes are also related with their living style

Hoche people. The minorority races all has not and production means
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