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ABSTRACT

A Study of Ku on the costume of the variant
races dynasty in China
—based on Khitai, Mongols
and Manchus costume —

Prof. Jung Bok Nam.
Dept. of Clothing & Textiles
Collage of National Science

Gyeong Sang National Univ,

The purpose of this study is to investigate the
Ku which was worn by nomadic tribes which was
Khitai, Mongols and Manchus,

The results of this study ¢an be summarized as
follows

1. The fur clothes were very important clothes
that nomadic tribes put on in order to protect
them against the cold. The Ku was an outfit for
protection against the cold. It was made of ani-
mal fur and its style was tight sleeve and long
dress,

2. The Ku was worn in all social classes includ-
ing emperor, nobles and the masses in ancient
China and Asia dynasty.

After the nomadic tribes estabilished dynasty
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in China the style of Ku was changed. All kinds
of animal fur was used to make the Ku but the
volume of fur, kinds and colors were classified
severely by their social position.

In Khitai dynasty the Ku was worn in same
style. But the emperor wore the Ku of silver
marten. The noble class wore the Ku of purple,
black and blue marten and silver squirrel skin.
The masses wore the Ku of the other colors mar-
ten, sheep, squirre] and dessert fox skin.

In Mongol dynasty, the emperor wore the Ku
of purple marten, silver squirrel, silver fox and
black fox skin. The nobles wore the Ku of the
other colors marten and squirrel. The masses
wore the Ku of degraded armimal fur.

Before the Manchus estabilished the varient
races dynasty in China, the rich man preferred
the Ku of marten, squirrel, fox, goat furs. But
the poormnan preferred the Ku fo cow, horses,
pig, sheep, cat, dog, snake and deer skin.

After the Manchus conquered the China, the
manners of dress were changed.

Generally the fur did not appear in right side
of garment, but high quality or noble fur ap-
peared outside. Somtimes the inside or outside of
Ku was made of silk fabrics and sleeves, neck-
band was made of the high quality fur.



