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ABSTRACT

Clothing as one of elements of culture has
been interwoven with cultural diffusion, and ac-
companied the most visible change.

In this paper, 1t was focused that the process
and the characteristics of western clothing adop-
tion of Korea from 1876 to 1945 corelating with
cultural diffusion theory. They were analyzed
through the change of clothing reformation sys-
tem by govermment, school uniform, and social
phenomenon.

The findings of this paper were as followings ;

1. The process of western clothing adoption
was forcibly demanded by Japan, therefore
influenced by Japan. 2. The clothing reformation
which was forced to accept western style was

confronted by complex of cultural, psychological,

19954 118 143

and economical resistance, 3. The fashion leaders
of this period were Korean students studying
abroad, diplomatic officals, members of the
armed forces, government officials, students of
western educational systemed school, and lady of
evangelist. 4. Man adopted western clothing
earlier than woman. 5. Western clothing adoption
was took precedence in case of formal wear,
diplomatic official’s attire, military uniform, and
school uniform. 6. In this process, we can find
‘transculturation’ by Malinowski and ‘reinter-
pretation’ by Herskovits, 7. This process was a
kind of ‘reorientaion’. & The change of clothing
which was affected by the tradition, for example,
robe for the ancestral rites was evolutionary than
others. 9. Clothing elements based on mental or
internal characteristics like white clothing was
hardly changed by compulsion or extortion. 10.
The external trends of clothing change during
this period were simplicity, utility, and decrease

of status symhols.



