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Fig. 2. Skin surface biopsy showing multiple Demodex canis (mineral oil, X200)
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Fig. 3. Numerous canine hair follicle mites in the dilated hair follicles and dense inflammatory cell infiltrates
in the dermis(H & E, X40 Inset : X200).

Fig. 4. Ruptured hair follicle and many fragments(~) of canine hair follicle mites within the abscess(H & E,
X100) :
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A Case of Generalized PyogemcDemodlcoslleagnosedwm
Skin Surface Biopsy

Gun-Su Park*, Dong-Won Lee*, Baik-Kee Cho* and Joon-Heang Cho*

Department of Dermatology, Catholic University Medical College* Chung -Woon Animal Clinic*

Abstract

A one-year-old female Korean dog was referred to our department with a week history of general-
ized bald patches. On physical examination, general weakness, lethargy, loss of appetite were noted.
Skin findings were confluent erythematous scaly bald patches and drainage of pus on the face, trunk
and legs. The diagnosis was made on the bases of the finding of skin surface biopsy. On skin surface
biopsy, the number of mites per 2cf were 112 on neck, 120 on abdomen, 168 on foreleg. Biopsy
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specimen of the bald patch revealed dilated hair follicle, devoid of hair but filled with mites and kera-
tin, ruptured hair follicle with intradermal abscess extending to the deep dermis. Treatment with syste-
mic antibiotics and topical ¥ -benzene hexachloride was done but the dog died 2 day after treatment.

This report supports that generalized pyogenic demodicosis is one of the rapidly progressing fatal

canine dermatosis and skin surface biopsy is 31mple reliable method for the early diagnosis of canine
demodicosis.
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