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A Study On the Process of the Urban Form in
Wonsan Concession

Yang, Sang Ho
(Lecture of Myongji University and Kyongwon University)

ABSTRACT

This paper is one of Korean towns in the period of Korean-Modern, which play an important
role in shaping the present cities of Korea. In the concrete, this study deals with the urban form
of the Japanese Concession at Womsan where is the second Open Port in Korea. By the way,
both of the Open Port and the Concession were the town that not exist before the period of
Korean-Modern, and the town that symbolize the historical characters of the period of
Korean-Modern. On this study, it is intended to analyze the situations of establishment, the
process of the urban form, and the meanings of Concession, from 1830 to 1910, the period when
had been kept up the nature of the Concession mainly.

The Japanese Concession at Wonsan was urged it's establishment by Japan Government that is
conscious of the purpose of foreign trade and military importance. But, it was slow in progress of
developing town because of the distance from the capital ‘Han Yang' , today we called it Seoul,
and lack of the background towns. However, after both the wars of 18% and 1904 Japanese
residents were incresed and urban aspects were advanced.

The urban form of Japanese Concession was devided two territories by the natural
circumstances, so that was made a difference on the period of the development. And finally, it had
double axis on the form of district. Furthermore, by increasing of residence, it was occured that
new Japanese resident arwa was occupied and expanded illegally between the road which is
toward the existing Korean village ‘Womsan-Jin(JGILU#) . This indeed is the illegal extension of
the Japanese Concession at Wonsan.

Conclusively, Concession turned out the primary factor that Korean towns are altered with the
heterogeneous ones in the period of Korean-Modern.
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